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ABSTRACT 

The l39 birds observed on the Kananaskis Forest Experiment 

Station and adjacent Barrier Lake are listed and classified as 

permanent� winter� or summer residents� or as visitants or migrants. 

Information is also given on the abundance of each species and 

whether they are known to breed on the Station. A second list gives 

the 5l species of birds reported or observed from the adjacent 

areas which include the Upper Kananaskis River Valley� Stoney 

Indian Reserve� Sibbald Flats� Moose Mountain� Bow Valley Provincial 

Park� Seebe� Yamnuska area� and the Bow River Valley westward to 

Lac des Arcs� Exshaw� and Canmore. A third list of 35 birds 

indicates species which may probably or possibly be observed in the 

area since they have been recorded from nearby areas such as Banff 

or Cochrane. 

RESUME 

Les l39 oiseaux observes a la Station experimentale de 

Kananaskis et a Barrier Lake adjacent sont enumeres et classifies 

comme permanents� hivernaux� residents d'ete� ou comme visiteurs ou 

migrateurs. Sont inclus egalement des renseignements sur leur 
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abondance et sur Ze fait quiiZs s'accoupZent a Za station. Font 

partie d'une deuxieme enumeration 5Z especes d'oiseaux dont Za 

presence a ete rapportee dans Zes regions adjacentes� qui incZuent 

Upper Kananaskis River VaZZey� Stoney Indian Reserve� SibbaZd FZats� 

Moose Mountain� Bow VaZZey ProvinciaZ Park� Seebe� Za region de 

Yamnuska� et Bow River VaZZey a Z'ouest du Lac des Arcs et d'Exshaw. 

Une troisieme enumeration comprend 35 oiseaux qui ont probabZement� 

ou possibZement� ete observes dans Za region� etant donne qu'iZs 

ont deja ete signaZes dans Zes regions avoisinantes teZZes que Banff 

ou Cochrane. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Kananaskis Forest Experiment Station is located on the 

east slopes of the Rocky Mountains in the valley of the Kananaskis 

River some 8 km south of its confluence with the Bow River at Seebe, 

Alberta. The present Station covers an area of 61. 80 kro2 (2 3. 86 sq 

miles). It is bounded to the north by the Stoney Indian Reservation, 

and on all other sides borders on the Bow-Crow Provincial Forest. 

The western boundary of the Station is formed by the Kananaskis River 

and Barrier Lake, a manmade water body nearly 6 kro long which fills 

a portion of the flat-bottomed U-shaped valley. The altitude of the 

area varies between 1310 and 3100 m, reaching just above 2285 m on 

the Station, with the timber line between 2000 and 2150 m. The Station 

falls largely within the Sub-alpine Forest Region (Rowe 1972) where 

the climax species are Engelmann spruce (Picea engelmanni Parry) 

and western white spruce (Picea glauca (Moench) Voss) although 

large areas are covered by the sub-climax species, lodgepole pine 

(Pinus contorta Dougl. var. latifolia Engelm. ). At the higher 

elevations alpine fir (Abies lasiocarpa (Hook. ) Nutt. ) is often present. 

At the northern end of the Kananaskis valley, Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga 

menziesii (Mirb. ) Franco), a climax species of the Montane Forest Region, 

is present on warm, dry slopes at lower elevations (up to 1500 m). 

Balsam poplar (Populus balsamifera L. ) occurs on the alluvial soils 

of the valley, and trembling aspen (P. tremuloides Michx. ) competes 

with lodgepole pine as a pioneer species following fire on the lower 

slopes of the valley. 

Because Barrier Lake fluctuates considerably in height it 

is not an attractive area for many breeding bird species, but it does 
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serve as a resting point for some migrating duck species, even though 

it is off the main migratory flyway. On the Station there are local 

areas of diversified habitat, such as extensive willow patches, or 

the beaver ponds near Lusk Creek, which are attractive to diverse 

avifaunal groups. 

The following provisional checklist of 139 species of birds 

recorded on the Kananaskis Forest Experiment Station (Section I) 

is largely based on field notes made by the authors. Two of us spent 

five summers (May to September, 1963 - 1967) on the Station and 

made detailed observations during the years 1965 and 1967 when daily 

bird records were made for the l/2-km area surrounding the main 

Station buildings and including the northeast portion of Barrier Lake. 

One of us (J.M.P.) also spent the summer of 1962 on the station and 

made short visits during the summers of 1968 and 1969. The other 

author (T.S.S.) kept extensive notes during the periods May to August 

1968, mid-August to mid-September 1969, mid-April 1970 to June 1971, 

September 1972 to March 1973, and during brief visits in the summers 

of 1971 and 1972. Sadler's earlier records formed the basis for a 

portion of the report "Birds of the Kananaskis Region" (Sadler 1971) 

which included birds observed or likely to occur in an area extending 

"from 50
0

35'N to the Bow River and from l15
0

00'W to the continental 

divide and the eastern boundary of Banff National Park." This report 

has recently been republished in the Calgary Field Naturalist (Vol. 6: 

231-235, 265-268, 1975), and as an Appendix to "The Mountain Environment 

and Urban Society" (Environmental Sciences Centre (Kananaskis) 1974). 



Some of the individual records of the authors from the Station and 

surrounding area have also been noted by Sadler and Myres (1975). 

In addition to the observations of the authors the records 

from other observers in the general area of the Station published 
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in the Calgary Bird Club Bulletin, Calgary Field Naturalist, and 

elsewhere have been used. Most of these records were made in the Bow 

River Valley centred on the settlements of Seebe and Canmore, and the 

nearby Bow Valley Provincial Park, Lac des Arcs, and the Yamnuska area. 

In the following report these records appear in the second section 

which lists separately those 51 species observed in the adjacent areas 

but not from the Kananaskis Forest Experiment Station and Barrier Lake. 

It can be expected that those listed in the second section probably occur 

on the Station and will one day be recorded from the area. A third 

section lists those species not yet recorded from the Station or the 

area covered by Sadler's (1971) report but which he indicates to "probably" 

or "possibly" occur in the area. Other species have been added in 

this category from a number of other sources, notably some recorded from 

Banff and Cochrane. This third list of 35 species is not intended to 

include all possible birds likely to be seen in the area. A number 

of other species have been recorded at Banff (N. P. S. 1971; Salt and 

Wilk 1966) although usually little is known of their status. 

The birds of the area have been classified as permanent 

residents, summer residents, winter residents, visitants, or spring and 

fall migrants. Most of the summer residents undoubtedly nested in the 

area; where we have records that the species was breeding on the Station 



or in the area we have indicated this in the list. We have also tried 

to give some idea of the abundance of each species by using the 

terms common, fairly common, uncommon, scarce, or rare. The estimated 

status of each species was based on the personal experience of the 

authors and that of published occurrences from nearby areas. 
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The records in Sections I and II are those of the authors 

unless indicated otherwise. Records indicated as C. B. C. Bull. or C. F. N. 

followed by number, or volume and number, and year are from the 

observations published in the monthly issue of the Calgary Bird Club 

Bulletin (1960 to May 1969) or Calgary Field Naturalist (June 1969 to 

the present). The original observation card on which the report is 

based has been checked to ascertain the exact location of the 

observation, if possible. 

The arrangement in the following list and the English common 

names and scientific names conform to the American Ornithologists' 

Union's Check-list of North American Birds (Fifth Edition, 1957), and 

to the 32nd supplement to the A. O. U. Check-list of North American 

Birds (American Ornithologists' Union 1973). This means that unless 

you use a field guide published after 1973, some common names on this 

list may differ from those in your field guide. Older or more familiar 

names have been included where they are available for the respective 

subspecies. 
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SECTION I. BIRDS RECORDED FROM THE KANANASKIS FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION 

LOONS Gaviidae 

Common Loon Gavia immer (Brunnich) 

Fairly common summer resident. Breeds on Barrier Lake. 

Red-throated Loon 

(see comment Section III p. 28) 

GREBES Podicipedidae 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena hoZboZZii Reinhardt 

Fairly common migrant on Barrier Lake, and possible 
summer resident in area (C. F. N. 5 (3), 1973). Known 
to breed near Banff (Salt and Wilk 1966) and in the 
Yamnuska area (Bow Valley Naturalists 1974). 

Horned Grebe Podiceps auritus (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common migrant. Salt and Wilk (1966) noted 
that they have been seen during the nesting season 
in the Banff and Barrier Lake areas. 

Eared Grebe Podiceps nigricoZZis Brehm 

Fairly common migrant. 

Western Grebe Aechmophorus occidentaZis (Lawrence) 

Common migrant and possible uncommon summer resident. 
We have records of this species after mid-June but 
these are probably non-breeders, although one pair may 
possibly have been breeding. 

SWANS, GEESE AND DUCKS Anatidae 

Whistling Swan OZor coZumbianus (Ord) 

Uncommon migrant on Barrier Lake 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common migrant, probably breeds at Kananaskis Lakes 
(C. F. N. 5 (3), 1973) 



Snow Goose Chen caeruZescens (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon migrant 

Mallard Anas pZatypynchos (Linnaeus) 

Common migrant and scarce summer resident. 

American Green-winged Teal Anas cpecca capoZinensis Gmelin 

Fairly common migrant. Macoun and Macoun (1909) report 
this species breeding at Banff in 1891. 

Blue-winged Teal Anas dis cOPS Linnaeus 

Fairly common migrant. 

American Wigeon Mapeca amepicana (Gmelin) 

Fairly common migrant. Macoun and Macoun (1909) report 
this species breeding at Banff in 1891. 

Northern Shoveler Anas cZypeata (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common migrant. Macoun and Macoun (1909) report 
this species breeding at Banff in 1891. 

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis (Eyton) 

Fairly common migrant and possible summer resident. 
Reported breeding in the Yamnuska area (Bow Valley 
Naturalists 1974). 

Common Goldeneye BucephaZa cZanguZa (Linnaeus) 

Common migrant. 

Barrow's Goldeneye BucephaZa isZandica (Gmelin) 

Fairly common summer resident. Breeds in area. A few 
have been known to winter in the Bow Valley at Banff 
and Exshaw (Salt and Wilk 1966). 

Bufflehead BucephaZa aZbeoZa (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common migrant, and uncommon summer resident. 

Harlequin Duck Histpionicus histpionicus (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common summer resident. Breeds in area. 
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Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant, one recorded May 16, 1965. Salt 
and Wilk (1966) also reported this species from 
Barrier Lake on two occasions in 1962. 

Common Merganser Mergus merganser Linnaeus 

Common migrant and fairly common summer resident. 
Breeds on Barrier Lake. 

HAWKS AND EAGLES Accipitridae 

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis (Linnaeus) 
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Fairly common resident. Probably breeds on the Station; 
known to breed in the Yamnuska area (Bow Valley 
Naturalists 1974). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus Vieillot 

Scarce summer resident. 

Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii (Bonaparte) 

Scarce summer resident 

Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis (Gmelin) 

Common summer resident. Breeds in area. 

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsonii Bonaparte 

Uncommon summer resident. 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. Breeds in Upper Kananaskis 
River Valley. 

OSPREY Pandionidae 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. 

FALCONS Falconidae 

Prairie Falcon Falco mexicanus Schlegel 

Scarce summer resident. Breeds in area. 



Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus Tunstall 

Scarce migrant. 

Merlin Falco columbarius Linnaeus 

Scarce summer resident. 

American Kestrel Falco sparverius Linnaeus 

Fairly common migrant and scarce summer resident. 

GROUSE AND PTARMIGAN Tetraonidae 

Blue Grouse Dendragapus obscurus (Say) 

Fairly common resident. Breeds in area. 

Spruce Grouse Canachites canadensis (Linnaeus) 

Common resident. Breeds in area. All Spruce Grouse 
in the area are probably referable to C. c. franklinii 
(Douglas) (Franklin's Grouse). 

Ruffed Grouse Bonasa umbellus (Linnaeus) 

Common resident. Breeds in area. 

White-tailed Ptarmigan Lagopus leucurus (Richardson) 

Fairly common resident. Breeds in area. 

RAILS AND COOTS Rallidae 

American Coot Fulica americana Gmelin 

Uncommon migrant. Macoun and Macoun (1909) reported 
it breeding at Banff. 

PLOVERS Charadriidae 

Killdeer Charadrius vociferus Linnaeus 

Uncommon summer resident, probably nests in area. 

SNIPES AND SANDPIPERS Scolopacidae 

Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularia (Linnaeus) 

Common summer resident. Breeds in area. 
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Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria Wilson 

Uncommon summer resident. Reported to breed in the 
Yamnuska area (Bow Valley Naturalists 1974), and 
probably in the Barrier Lake area (Sadler and 
Myres 1975) 

GULLS AND TERNS Laridae 

California Gull Larus califomicus Lawrence 

Uncommon summer visitant. 

Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis Ord 

Uncommon summer visitant. 

Franklin's Gull Larus pipixcan Wagler 

Uncommon summer visitant, although a congregation of 
about 1,500 were present on Barrier Lake on one 
occasion in July 1968. 

PIGEONS AND DOVES Co1umbidae 

Rock Dove (Domestic Pigeon) Columba livia Gme1in 

Uncommon summer visitant. The one observed was almost 
white with few other markings. 

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. 

OWLS Strigidae 

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus (Gme1in) 

Scarce resident. 

Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus (Gme1in) 

Scarce summer resident. 

GOATSUCKERS Caprimu1gidae 

Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor (Forster) 

Fairly common summer resident. Reported nesting in the 
Yamnuska area (Bow Valley Naturalists 1974). 
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SWIFTS Apodidae 

Black Swift CypseZoides niger (Gmelin) 

Uncommon summer resident. Also noted near Barrier 
Lake by others (C. B. C. Bull. 30, 1964). 

HUMMINGBIRDS Trochilidae 

Rufous Hummingbird SeZasphorus rufus (Gmelin) 

Fairly common summer resident, breeds in area. 

KINGFISHERS Alcedinidae 

Belted Kingfisher MegaceryZe aZcyon (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common resident. Godfrey (1966) and Salt and 
Wilk (1966) do not record the Kingfisher as a winter 
resident in Alberta. However, we have recorded one 
wintering at Lusk Creek, and Sadler and Myres (1975) 
state that this species appears to winter in small 
numbers regularly in southern Alberta, and include 
reports from Canmore and Banff. 

WOODPECKERS Picidae 

Common Flicker CoZaptes auratus (Linnaeus) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. The name 
Common Flicker is the new name for the enlarged 
species C. auratus, which includes the Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, C. auratus subspecies and the Red-shafted 
Flicker C. cafer (Gmelin) subspecies which both occur 
on the Station and there are undoubtedly hybrids 
present, as breeding pairs have been noted with both 
subspecies. 

Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus piZeatus (Linnaeus) 

Scarce resident. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Sphyrapicus varius (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. Birds recorded in the area 
were all S. varius, although S. nuchaZis Baird (the 
Red-naped Sapsucker) possibly occurs in the area. 
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Macoun and Macoun (1909) mention the Red-naped Sapsucker 
taken at Banff (see also Rand 1948). 
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Hairy Woodpecker Dendrocopos viZZosus (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common resident. 

Downy Woodpecker Dendrocopos pubescens (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon resident. 

Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides arcticus (Swainson) 

Scarce resident. 

FLYCATCHERS Tyrannidae 

Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. Salt and Wilk (1966) state 
that this species is scarce in the mountains. 
Sadler and Myres (1975) have made a particular note 
of the mountain records from 1961-1970. 

Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticaZis Say 

Scarce summer resident. 

Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya (Bonaparte) 

Uncommon migrant and possible summer resident 

Traill's Flycatcher Empidonax traiZZii (Audubon) 

Scarce migrant. This species has been divided into two 
with the Willow Flycatcher, E. traiZZii and the Alder 
Flycatcher, E. aZnorum Brewster being recognized, but 
where circumstances do not allow specific identification 
"Traill's Flycatcher" remains available for the complex, 
as has been followed in this list. In our area Godfrey 
(1966) indicates that the Alder Flycatcher is the species most 
likely to be seen. Macoun and Macoun (1909) note that 
the "Traill's Flycatcher" was breeding at Banff in 1891. 

Least Flycatcher Empidonax minimus (Baird and Baird) 

Fairly common migrant and possible scarce summer resident. 

Dusky Flycatcher Empidonax oberhoZseri Phillips 

Fairly common summer resident. 



Western Wood Pewee Contopus sordiduZus Sc1ater 

Fairly common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher NuttaZZornis boreaZis (Swainson) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

LARKS Alaudidae 

Horned Lark EremophiZa aZpestris (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common migrant and summer resident. 

SWALLOWS Hirundinidae 

Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thaZassina (Swainson) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Tree Swallow Iridoprocne bicoZor (Viei11ot) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia (Linnaeus) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Rough-winged Swallow SteZgidopteryx ruficoZZis (Viei11ot) 

Uncommon summer resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) 
report it breeding at Canmore. Probably breeds on 
Station, as a pair were observed gathering straw from 
garden on June 14, 1965. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Linnaeus 

Fairly common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Cliff Swallow PetrocheZidon pyrrhonota (Viei11ot) 
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Fairly common summer resident. A flock of about 300 
adults and juveniles were observed on August 3, 1967, 
along the Kananaskis Road on the Stoney Indian Reserve. 

JAYS, MAGPIES AND CROWS Corvidae 

Gray Jay Perisoreus canadensis (Linnaeus) 

Common resident, breeds in area. 



Black-billed Magpie Piaa piaa (Linnaeus) 

Resident, fairly common in winter, but scarce in 
summer, although they breed along the Bow River 
valley (Sadler and Myres 1975). 

Common Raven Corvus aorax Linnaeus 

Common resident. 

Common Crow Corvus braahyrhynahos Brehm 

Common summer resident; may occur as an early migrant 
in area as there are February records for the Bow 
Valley between Canmore and Cochrane. 

Clark's Nutcracker Nuaifraga aolumbiana (Wilson) 

Fairly common resident. 

TITMICE Paridae 

Black-capped Chickadee Parus atriaapillus Linnaeus 

Common year-round resident, breeds in area. 

Mountain Chickadee Parus gambeli Ridgway 

Fairly common year-round resident. 

NUTHATCHES Sittidae 

Red-breasted Nuthatch Sitta aanadensis Linnaeus 

Fairly common resident, breeds in area. 

DIPPERS Cinc1idae 

American Dipper Cinalus mexiaanus Swainson 

13 

Fairly common summer resident and scarce winter resident. 

WRENS Trog1odytidae 

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. 



MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS Mimidae 

Gray Catbird DumeteZZa caroZinensis (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. 

THRUSHES, SOLITAIRES AND BLUEBIRDS Turdidae 

American Robin Turdus migratorius Linnaeus 

Common summer resident. Breeds in area. 

Varied Thrush Ixoreus naevius (Gme1in) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

Hermit Thrush Cathapus guttatus (Pallas) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

Swainson's Thrush Cathapus ustuZatus (Nuttall) 

Common summer resident. 

Mountain Bluebird SiaZia curpucoides (Bechstein) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi (Audubon) 

Fairly common summer resident; has also been recorded 
in February and March from nearby areas (C. B. C. 
Bull. 67, 1968). 

GNATCATCHERS AND KINGLETS Sylviidae 

Golden-crowned Kinglet ReguZus satrapa Lichtenstein 

Scarce resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) report it 
breeding at Banff. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet ReguZus caZenduZa (Linnaeus) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

PIPITS Motacillidae 

Water Pipit Anthus spinoZetta (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common summer resident. 
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WAXWINGS Bombycillidae 

Bohemian Waxwing BombyciZZa garruZus (Linnaeus) 

Common winter resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) 
mention the shooting of young birds in late June 
1885 at Canmore, and of nesting at Banff. 

Cedar Waxwing BombyciZZa cedroPUm Vieillot 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

STARLINGS Sturnidae 

Common Starling Sturnus vuZgaris Linnaeus 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

VIREOS Vireonidae 

Solitary Vireo Vireo soZitarius (Wilson) 
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Uncommon migrant and scarce summer resident. Macoun 
and Macoun (1909) noted it to be "rather rare at 
Canmore, but breeding in June, 1891" (as Cassin Vireo). 
Salt (1973) includes Banff in its breeding range. 

Red-eyed Vireo Vireo oZivaceus (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common summer resident. Macoun and Macoun 
(1909) reported it breeding in the Bow Valley, but 
rather scarce at Banff. 

Philadelphia Vireo Vireo phiZadeZphicus (Cassin) 

Uncommon migrant. 

Warbling Vireo Vireo giZvus (Vieillot) 

Fairly common summer resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) 
reported it to be common and breeding at Banff. 

WOOD WARBLERS Parulidae 

Tennessee Warbler Ve�ivora peregrina (Wilson) 

Scarce summer resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) noted 
it as a common breeding species at Banff in 1891, and 
Godfrey (1966) includes Banff National Park in the 
breeding range. 



Orange-crowned Warbler Ve�ivora celata (Say) 

Fairly common summer resident. Specimens taken at 
Canmore and Banff are referred to the subspecies 
V. c. orestera Oberholser (Salt 1973). Salt (1973) 
gives records of nesting at Banff. 

Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia (Linnaeus) 
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Common summer resident. Salt (1973) mentions that the 
subspecies D. p. amnicola Batchelder breeds at Banff and 
Canmore and that specimens taken at Banff belong to 
the subspecies. 

Magnolia Warbler Dendroica magnolia (Wilson) 

Scarce migrant. Salt (1973) mentions that the breeding 
range possibly extends south in the mountains as far 
as Banff. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler Dendroica coronata (Linnaeus) 

The name Yellow-rumped Warbler is the new name for the 
enlarged D. coronata. Myrtle Warbler and Audubon's 
Warbler remain the names for the coronata (Myrtle) and 
auduboni (Townsend) (Audubon) subspecies. The "Myrtle 
Warbler" appears to be a fairly common migrant and 
uncommon summer resident, whereas the "Audubon Warbler" 
is a common migrant and fairly common summer resident. 
Breeds in area. Salt (1973) notes that specimens 
showing mixed characteristics of the two subspecies 
have been taken at Banff, and mixed courting pairs have 
been observed. 

Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata (Forster) 

Uncommon migrant,and possible summer resident. Salt 
(1973) notes that Spreadborough found nests of this species 
at Bragg Creek and Banff in the 1890's. 

Ovenbird Seiupus aurocapillus (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon migrant, and possible summer resident. Salt 
(1973) indicates that the breeding range approaches the 
foothills west of Turner Valley. 

Northern Waterthrush Seipus noveboracensis (Gmelin) 

Uncommon migrant, and possible summer resident. Salt 
(1973) gives reports of this species breeding at Banff 
and near Gorge Creek west of Turner Valley. 



MacGillivray's Warbler Oporornis toZmiei (Townsend) 

Fairly common summer resident. Macoun and Macoun 
(1909) indicate this species is a common breeder 
at Banff, and Salt (1973) notes territorial males 
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at Canmore. Cox (1973) discusses possible hybridization 
with Mourning Warblers and reports the collecting of 
both species near the town of Kananaskis. 

Common Yellowthroat GeothZypis trichas (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common summer resident. Salt (1973) gives 
records of nesting from the general area. 

Wilson's Warbler WiZsonia pusiZZa (Wilson) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. Salt (1973) 
indicates that the Station falls within the breeding 
range of the subspecies piZeoZata (Pallas). 

American Redstart Setophaga ruticiZZa (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon migrant, and possible summer resident. Have 
bred recently near Banff (A. Harmon, personal 
communication March 1975). Salt (1973) notes that 
south of Banff a few nest in the mountain valleys and 
the foothills south to the International Boundary. 

WEAVER FINCHES Ploceidae 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus (Linnaeus) 

Common resident, breeds in area. 

MEADOWLARKS, BLACKBIRDS AND ORIOLES Icteridae 

Western Meadowlark SturneZZa negZecta Audubon 

Uncommon summer resident, common on the prairie 
grassland to the north of the Station. 

Red-winged Blackbird AgeZaius phoeniceus (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus caroZinus (Muller) 

Uncommon migrant, and possible summer resident. 



Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus (Wagler) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater (Boddaert) 

Common summer resident. Breeds in area using nests 
of small bird species. Young observed being fed by 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Pine Siskin, Myrtle Warbler and 
Chipping Sparrow. Salt (1973) notes other species 
of warblers and vireos parasitized by the Brown
headed Cowbird. 

TANAGERS Thraupidae 

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson) 

Uncommon summer resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) 
report this species (as the Louisiana Tanager) to 
"breed in the Bow River Valley from the 'Gap' 
inwards." 

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, SPARROWS AND BUNTINGS Fringillidae 

Evening Grosbeak Hesperiphona vespertina (Cooper) 

Fairly common winter resident, and possible summer 
resident as it has been reported from Banff in June 
and July (Salt and Wilk 1966). 

House Finch Carpodacus mexicanus (Muller) 
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Scarce summer resident. One male was observed at close 
range singing on a spruce tree outside window on 
June 2, 1966 (M.P.). This is only the fourth report 
of this species in Alberta (Salt and Wilk 1966; Butot 
1973). 

Pine Grosbeak Pinicola enucleator (Linnaeus) 

Common winter resident, and possible summer resident. Macoun and 
Macoun (1909) report young birds at Canmore in June 
and nests found at Banff (see also Salt and Wilk 1966). 

Gray-crowned Rosy Finch Leucosticte tephrocotis (Swainson) 

Fairly common resident. 

Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea (Linnaeus) 

Common winter resident. 
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Pine Siskin Spinus pinus (\oJilson) 

Common summer resident. A few have been reported at 
Canmore in winter (Salt and Wilk 1966). Breeds in area. 

American Goldfinch Spinus tristis (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident. 

Red Crossbill Loxia aurvirostra Linnaeus 

Uncommon resident. 

White-winged Crossbill Loxia Zeucoptera Gmelin 

Common resident. 

Savannah Sparrow PassercuZus sandwichensis (Gmelin) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

LeConte's Sparrow Ammospiza Zeconteii (Audubon) 

Uncommon summer resident. 

Dark-eyed Junco Junco hyemaZis (Linnaeus) 

Dark-eyed Junco is the new name for the enlarged species 
J. hyemaUs. "Slate-colored Junco" (J. h. hyemaUs) 
and "Oregon Junco" J. h. orega:nus (Townsend) remain 
available for the two subspecies which occur in the 
area and may hybridize. Common summer resident and 
early migrant, breeds in area. 

Tree Sparrow SpizeZZa arborea (Wilson) 

Fairly common migrant. 

Chipping Sparrow SpizeZZa passerina (Bechstein) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. 

Clay-colored Sparrow SpizeZZa paZZida (Swainson) 

Uncommon migrant and summer resident. Macoun and Macoun 
(1909) reported this species to be common at Canmore 
but scarce at Banff in June 1891. 

White-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia Zeucophrys (Forster) 

Common summer resident, breeds in area. Most specimens 
appeared to be subspecies Z. Z. gambeZii (Nuttall), 



which Godfrey (1966) indicates intergrades with 
subspecies Z. Z. oriantha Oberholser from Banff 
southwards. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow Zonotrichia atricapiZZa (Gmelin) 

Uncommon summer resident, may be more common at 
higher elevations in the area. 

White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia aZbicoZZis (Gmelin) 

Fairly common migrant. 

Fox Sparrow PassereZZa iZiaca (Merrem) 

Scarce summer resident. 

Lincoln's Sparrow MeZospiza ZincoZnii (Audubon) 

Fairly common summer resident. 

Song Sparrow MeZospiza meZodia (Wilson) 

Uncommon summer resident. 

Snow Bunting PZectrophenax nivaZis (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common winter resident. 

20 
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SECTION II. BIRDS RECORDED FROM THE AREAS ADJACENT TO THE KANANASKIS 

FOREST EXPERIMENT STATION, BUT NOT YET ON THE STATION. 

This area includes the Upper and Lower Kananaskis River 

Valley, the adjacent portions of the Stoney Indian 

Reserve, the Sibbald Flats area, Moose Mountain, the Bow 

VaUey Pr>ovincial Park at Beebe, the area south of Mt. Laurie 

(YamnuskaJ, and the Bow River VaUey westward to Lac des 

Arcs, Exshaw, and Canmore. 

GREBES Podicipedidae 

Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus podiceps (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon migrant (C.F.N. 5 (2), 1973; Bow Valley 
Naturalists 1974). 

HERONS AND BITTERNS Ardeidae 

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias Linnaeus 

Uncommon visitant in Bow Valley. One reported in 
August 1966, east of Lac des Arcs, near Exshaw, 
flying down the Bow River (C.B.C. Bull. 52, 1966). 
A. Harmon (personal communication, March 1975) 
reported them to frequent the Lac des Arcs area. 

SWANS, GEESE AND DUCKS Anatidae 

Gadwall Anas strepera Linnaeus 

Scarce migrant on Lac des Arcs. 

Pintail Anas acuta Linnaeus 

Fairly common migrant on Lac des Arcs and larger 
sloughs of Bow River Valley. 

Cinnamon Teal Anas cyanoptera Vieillot 

Scarce migrant. A pair were seen at Bow Valley 
Provincial Park (C.F.N. 5 (1), 1973). 



Redhead Aythya americana (Eyton ) 

Uncommon migrant on Lac des Arcs. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya coZZaris (Donovan) 

Fairly common migrant and scarce summer resident, 
known to breed on the Stoney Indian Reserve and 
near Exshaw. 

Canvasback Aythya vaZisineria (Wilson) 

Uncommon migrant on Lac des Arcs. 

White-winged Scoter MeZanitta degZandi (Bonaparte) 

Common migrant on Lac des Arcs, Seebe Reservoir, 
and larger sloughs of area. 

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis (Gme1in ) 

Uncommon migrant on Lac des Arcs and larger sloughs of 
Bow River Valley. 

Hooded Merganser Lophodytes cucuZZatus (Linnaeus) 

Fairly common migrant on Lac des Arcs and other water 
bodies of area and possible summer resident (C.B.C. 
Bull. 62, 1967; C.F.N. 2 (10), 1971; C.F.N. 4 (10), 1973; 
Bow Valley Naturalists 1974). Macoun and Macoun 
(1909) report this species breeding at Banff in 1891. 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator Linnaeus 

Uncommon migrant on Lac des Arcs and other water bodies 
of Bow River Valley. 

HAWKS AND EAGLES Accipitridae 

Rough-legged Hawk Buteo Zagopus (Pontoppidan) 
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Scarce migrant; two recent fall reports from area (C.B.C. 
Bull. 62, 1967; C.F.N. 5 (4), 1973). 

Marsh Hawk Circus cyaneus (Linnaeus) 

Scarce summer resident. 

Bald Eagle HaZiaeetus ZeucocephaZus (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant and possible resident, reported from 
Exshaw area (C.F.N. 2 (9), 1971; 6 (7), 1975). Have 
nested in the Vermilion Lakes area and west of Banff 
(A. Harmon, personal communication, March 1975). 



CRANES Gruidae 

Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis (Linnaeus) 

Rare migrant. Two observed flying over Bow Valley 
Provincial Park (C. F. N. 4 (1), 1972). 

RAILS AND COOTS Rallidae 

Sora Porzana carolina (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon summer resident (Bow Valley Naturalists 1974). 

SNIPES AND SANDPIPERS Scolopacidae 

Common Snipe Capella gallinago (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant and possible summer resident. Observed 
Bow Valley Provincial Park (C. F. N. 4 (11), 1973), and 
Yamnuska area (Bow Valley Naturalists, 1974). 

Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleucus (Gmelin) 
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Uncommon summer resident. Reported to breed in the 
Yamnuska area (Bow Valley Naturalists 1974). There are 
also reports of this species "acting as though breeding" 
near Seebe and Morley (Sadler and Myres 1975). 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa j&avipes (Gmelin) 

Scarce migrant. 

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla (Vieillot) 

Uncommon migrant. Reported from the Bow River, Bow 
Valley Provincial Park (C. F. N. 4 (1), 1972). 

JAEGERS Stercorariidae 

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus (Linnaeus) 

Possible rare visitant, reported from Spray Lakes area in 
1953 (Salt and Wilk 1966). 

PIGEONS AND DOVES Columbidae 

Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasciata Say 

Rare summer wanderer. One reported from the Ribbon Creek 
area (Wilson 1968),only the second record for Alberta. 
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OWLS Strigidae 

Hawk Owl Surnia ulula (Linnaeus) 

Scarce winter resident. One observed on March 9, 1973 
in Bow Valley Provincial Park (C. F. N. 4(10), 1973), 
and others at Morley (C. F. N. 5(8), 1974; 5(9), 1974). 
Reported to breed near Banff (Salt and Wilk 1966). 

Pygmy Owl Glaucidium gnoma Wagler 

Scarce resident, reported from Canmore (C. B. C. Bull. 2, 
1960), and said to be fairly common in Banff National 
Park (Salt and Wilk 1966). 

HUMMINGBIRDS Trochilidae 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Archilochus colubris (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant. 

Calliope Hummingbird Stellula calliope (Gould) 

Fairly common summer resident. Specimens collected from 
Marmot Creek (Sadler and Myres 1975) and Canmore (Rand 
1948), and observations from Bow Valley Provincial 
Park (C. F. N. 4(2), 1972; 6(2), 1974, 6(3), 1974). Also 
reported to breed in the Yamnuska area (Bow Valley 
Naturalists 1974), and in considerable numbers at Banff 
(Macoun and Macoun 1909). 

WOODPECKERS Picidae 

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus (Linnaeus) 

Rare summer resident (wanderer). Merilees (1969) records 
an adult sitting on a roadside fence post on the 
Kananaskis Road, one mile south of the Trans-Canada 
Highway on June 27, 1969. 

Lewis's Woodpecker Asyndesmus lewis (Gray) 

Rare summer resident, reported from Canmore in 1901 
(Macoun and Macoun 1909) and more recently from Banff 
(C. F. N. 5(2), 1973; N. P. S. 1971). 

Northern three-toed Woodpecker Picoides tridactylus (Linnaeus) 

Uncommon resident. One of us (T. S. ) has recorded this 
species in the Marmot Creek area just south of the 
Station, and it is reported from the Yamnuska area 
(Bow Valley Naturalists 1974). 



FLYCATCHERS Tyrannidae 

Eastern Phoebe Sayornis phoebe (Latham) 

Scarce migrant. 

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum Brewster 

Scarce migrant, reported from Seebe (C. F. N. 5 (3), 
1973). See earlier comments under Trai11's 
Flycatcher (p. 11). 

SWALLOWS Hirundinidae 

Purple Martin Progne subis (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant. 

TITMICE Paridae 

Boreal Chickadee Parus hudsonicus Forster 

Scarce resident. Observed at several points in the 
Kananaskis Valley (C. F. N. 3 (10), 1972; 3 (11), 1972). 
Macoun and Macoun (1909) report it from Moose 
Mountain in July 1897 as Columbian Chickadee, and 
it is fairly common at Banff (N. P. S. 1971). 

CREEPERS Certhiidae 

Brown Creeper Certhia familiaris Linnaeus 

Scarce resident, recorded from area east of Exshaw 
(Smith 1967b), and from Bow Valley Provincial Park 
(C. F. N. 5 (6), 1973). 

WRENS Trog1odytidae 

House Wren Troglodytes aedon Viei110t 
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Scarce summer resident. Reported from the Yamnuska area 
(Bow Valley Naturalists 1974), and from Banff (Macoun 
and Macoun 1909). 

MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS Mimidae 

Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce summer resident. Spreadborough observed 
this species on Moose Mountain and near the source of 
the Elbow River in 1897 (Macoun and Macoun 1909). Salt 
and Wi1k (1966) note a recent western range extension 
to the edge of the foothills at Cochrane and Priddis, 
but apparently do not include the records of Spreadborough. 



THRUSHES, SOLITAIRES AND BLUEBIRDS Turdidae 

Veery Catharus fuscescens (Stephens) 

Scarce migrant. One pair recorded in the summer at 
Banff (Macoun and Macoun 1909). 

SHRIKES Laniidae 

Northern Shrike Lanius excubitor Linnaeus 

Scarce winter resident. 

WOOD WARBLERS Paru1idae 

Townsend's Warbler Dendroica townsendi (Townsend) 

Scarce summer resident, reported from Exshaw, Spray 
River and Banff (Salt 1973; C. B. C. Bull. 49, 1966; 
C. F. N. 5 (2), 1973). 

Mourning Warbler Oporornis philadelphia (Wilson) 
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Scarce migrant and possible summer resident. One 
specimen was collected by Cox (1973) on the Bow River 
near the town of Kananaskis, this is considerably 
southwest of earlier records for the species (Salt 1973). 

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens (Linnaeus) 

Scarce summer resident. One specimen was observed 
June 21, 1974 in Bow Valley Provincial Park (C. F. N. 
6 (3), 1974). This is west of its known breeding and 
recorded range in Alberta (Salt 1973). 

MEADOWLARKS, BLACKBIRDS AND ORIOLES Icteridae 

Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus (Bonaparte) 

Scarce summer resident. Has been observed by us (J. P. , 
M. P. ) in the Sibba1d Flats area a mile east of the Station. 

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, SPARROWS AND BUNTINGS Fringi11idae 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Pheucticus ludovicianus (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant and possible summer resident (Bow Valley 
Naturalists 1974). 



Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea (Linnaeus) 

Rare summer resident. Recorded in 1967 from slough 
just north of the Station (Smith 1967a; and 
C. B. C. Bull. 63, 1967). 

Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena (Say) 

Scarce summer resident. Macoun and Macoun (1909) 
reported it to be present from Morley to Banff 
in the Bow River Valley. 

Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus (Gme1in) 
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Scarce summer resident, reported from Exshaw (C. F. N. 5 
(2), 1973), and Canmore (Macoun and Macoun 1909). The 

Macoun's report the species breeding at Banff. 
Salt and Wi1k (1966) note that this species has not 
yet been reported along the Kananaskis-Coleman road. 

Hoary Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni (Ho1boe11) 

Scarce winter resident, recorded from Bow Valley 
Provincial Park (C. F. N. 5 (10), 1974). 

Vesper Sparrow Pooecetes gramineus (Gme1in) 

Scarce summer resident in Bow Valley. Macoun and 
Macoun (1909) reported it to be common and breeding at 
Banff. 

Brewer's Sparrow SpizeZZa breweri Cassin 

Scarce summer resident. 

Lapland Longspur CaZcarius Zapponicus (Linnaeus) 

Scarce migrant. 
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SECTION III. BIRDS NOT RECORDED FROM THE KANANASKIS FOREST 

EXPERIMENT STATION OR FROM THE IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING AREAS, 

BUT WHICH HA VE BEEN RECORDED FROM NEARBY AREAS, NOTABLY 

BANFF AND COCHRANE, AND COULD POSSIBLY OCCUR IN THE 

STATION AREA. 

LOONS Caviidae 

Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata (Pontoppidan) 

This loon has been reported in late October from 
Barrier Lake (C. F. N. 5 (6), 1973). Quoting from the 
compilers of the observation records "Salt (1966) 
considers the Red-throated Loon to be a scarce 
transient. The reporter notes no red patch on throat 
and provides no other details. Consequently this 
report must be considered with suspicion". It is on 
the hypothetical list for Banff (N. P. S. 1971), however, 
four were reported in October 1966 (Sadler and Myres 
1975), and one was recently observed on December 31, 
1974, by one of the Park naturalists (C. F. N. 6 (8), 
1975). Palmer (1962) mentions that some postbreeders 
wander to the larger lakes in the northern Rocky 
Mountains. The species is therefore likely to be seen 
occasionally as a migrant in the area, but as no other 
details of the identification were given and as 
identification of winter adults and juvenile loons is 
sometimes difficult, we have included this report in 
this list rather than in Section I. 

HERONS AND BITTERNS Ardeidae 

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus (Rackett) 

Probably a scarce summer resident of marshes in the 
Bow Valley. It occurs in the Vermilion Lakes at 
Banff. 

VULTURES Cathartidae 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura (Linnaeus) 

Possible rare irregular visitant, recorded from Banff 
(Macoun and Macoun 1909; Salt and Wilk 1966; N. P. S. 1971) 
and Waiparous Creek (C. B. C. Bull. 52, 1966). Van Tighem 



was of the opinion that the species may have bred near 
Waiparous Creek as they were observed on three of 
four trips along the road (C.B.C. Bull. 52, 1966). 

HAWKS AND EAGLES Accipitridae 

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regaZis (Gray) 

Possible rare migrant, reported from near Cochrane 
(C.B.C. Bull. 48, 1966; Smith and Wersh1er 1969). 

FALCONS Fa1conidae 

Gyrfalcon FaZco rusticoZus Linnaeus 

Possible rare winter resident on visitant. There is a 
report of a Gyrfalcon flying "in woods near base of 
Yamnuska" on January 14, 1973 (C.F.N. 4 (8), 1973); 
however, the compilers felt that this observation was 
of a Goshawk. The record was not therefore included 
in Section II, but the species is considered a rare 
winter visitor in the prairies (Salt and Wi1k 1966; 
Alexander et aZ. 1968). 

GROUSE AND PTARMIGAN Tetraonidae 

Sharp-tailed Grouse Pedioecetes phasianeZZus (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce resident. 

SNIPES AND SANDPIPERS Sco1opacidae 

Long-billed Curlew Numenius americanus Bechstein 
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Possible rare visitant, reported from Banff (C.B.C. Bull. 
49, 1966). 

Long-billed Dowitcher Limnodromus scoZopaceus (Say) 

Possible scarce migrant,recorded from Banff (Macoun 
and Macoun 1909; Salt and Wi1k 1966). 

Marbled Godwit Limosa fedoa (Linnaeus) 

Possible rare migrant, reported from near Cochrane 
(C.B.C. Bull. 30, 1964). 

PHALAROPES Pha1aropodidae 

Northern Phalarope Lobipes Zobatus (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce migrant, recorded from Banff (N.P.S. 
1971) and from near Cochrane (Smith 1967b). 



GULLS AND TERNS Laridae 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus Pontoppidan 

Possible rare migrant, one reported from Banff (C. B. C. 
Bull. 49, 1966). 

Bonaparte's Gull Larus phiZadeZphia (Ord) 

Possible scarce migrant, reported from Banff area 
(N. P. S. 1971; C. B. C. Bull. 62, 1967; Salt and 
Wilk 1966). 

Common Tern Sterna hirundo Linnaeus 

Possible rare migrant, reported from Banff area (C. B. C. 
Bull. 52, 1966; N. P. S. 1971). 

Black Tern ChZidonias niger (Linnaeus) 
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Possible rare migrant, reported from Banff (N. P. S. 1971) 
and Cochrane area (C. B. C. Bull. 30, 1964). 

OWLS Strigidae 

Great Gra y Owl Strix nebuZosa Forster 

Possible scarce resident. A. Harmon (personal communica
tion, March 1975) reports recent sightings on Carrot 
Creek and near Two Jack Lake in Banff National Park. 

Short-eared Owl Asio fZammeus (Pontoppidan) 

Possible scarce summer resident, reported from Banff 
area (N. P. S. 1971). 

Boreal Owl AegoZius funereus (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce winter resident, reported from Banff 
area (N. P. S. 1971). 

FLYCATCHERS Tyrannidae 

Hammond's Flycatcher Empidonax hammondii (Xantus) 

Possible scarce summer resident, reported from Banff 
(Rand 1948; N. P. S. 1971). 

Western Flycatcher Empidonax difficiZis Baird 

Possible scarce summer resident, reported from Banff 
(N. P. S. 1971). 
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JAYS, MAGPIES AND CROWS Corvidae 

Blue Jay Cyanocitta cristata (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce winter resident, reported from Cochrane 
(C. F. N. 2 (7), 1971) and Banff (C. F. N. 6 (8), 1975; 
Smith 1975). 

Steller's Jay Cyanocitta steZZeri (Gme1in) 

Possible scarce resident, reported from Banff area 
(N. P. S. 1971; Salt and Wi1k 1966). 

NUTHATCHES Sittidae 

White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta caPoZinensis Latham 

Possible scarce winter resident, reported from Cochrane 
(C. F. N. 2 (7), 1971) and Banff (C. F. N. 5 (6), 1973). 
A. Harmon (personal communication, March 1975) reports 
it wintering in Banff. 

WRENS Trog1odytidae 

Rock Wren SaZpinctes obsoZetus (Say) 

Possible scarce summer resident, reported from near Cochrane 
and in the mountains (Salt and Wi1k 1966). 

THRUSHES, SOLITAIRES AND BLUEBIRDS Turdidae 

Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus (Lafresnaye) 

Possible uncommon migrant, reported from Banff area 
(N. P. S. 1971). 

PIPITS Motaci11idae 

Sprague's Pipit Anthus spragueii (Audubon) 

Possible scarce summer resident. Reported from the 
Yaha Tinda area just east of Banff National Park 
(Godfrey 1966; Salt and Wi1k 1966). 

WOOD WARBLERS Paru1idae 

Black and White Warbler MniotiZta varia (Linnaeus) 

Possible stray migrant, one reported near Banff (Smith 
and Wersh1er 1969). 



Nashville Warbler Vermivora ruficapiZZa (Wilson) 
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Possible scarce migrant, recorded by Salt and 
Andrusiak at Banff (Sadler and Myres 1975; Smith 1975). 

Black-throated Green Warbler Dendroica virens (Gmelin) 

Possible scarce migrant. 

Bay-breasted Warbler Dendroica castanea (Wilson) 

Possible scarce migrant. 

Canada Warbler WiZsonia canadensis (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce migrant, recorded at Banff (Salt 1973). 

MEADOWLARKS, BLACKBIRDS AND ORIOLES Icteridae 

Bobolink DoZichonyx oryzivorus (Linnaeus) 

Possible rare migrant, recorded west of Cochrane (C. B. C. 
Bull. 30, 1964). 

Northern Oriole Icterus gaZbuZa (Linnaeus) 

Possible rare summer resident, recorded from Banff 
(N. P. S. 1971). 

Common Grackle QuiscaZus quiscuZa (Linnaeus) 

Possible scarce migrant and summer resident; recorded 
at Banff (Salt and Wilk 1966; N. P. S. 1971). 

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, SPARROWS, AND BUNTINGS Fringillidae 

Lark Bunting CaZamospiza meZanocorys Stejneger 

Possible rare summer visitant, recorded from Banff 
National Park (Macoun and Macoun 1909; Salt and Wilk 1966). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur CaZcarius ornatus (Townsend) 

Possible rare summer visitant, one recorded from Banff 
(Salt and Wilk 1966). 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We wish to thank Miss Aileen Harmon of Banff, Alberta, 

for providing comments on the manuscript and information on 

individual species. Thanks are also due to Ms. Virginia 

Lang of Busby, Alberta and Dr. C. D. Bird of Calgary, Alberta for 

providing further information on observation cards held in the files 

of the Calgary Field Naturalists' Society. T. S. Sadler wishes to 

thank the Environmental Sciences Centre (Kananaskis), University 

of Calgary, for its support during part of this work. 

33 



REFERENCES 

Alexander, S. , E. D. Beacham, W. Smith, and C. Wershler. 1968. 

Check-list of the birds of the Calgary Region. 3rd Ed. rev. 

January 1968. Calgary Bird Club, Calgary. 

American Ornithologists' Union. 1957. Check-list of North American 

birds. Fifth Ed. Port City Press, Baltimore. 691 pp. 

American Ornithologists' Union. 1973. Thirty-second supplement 

34 

to the A. O. U. Check-list of North American birds. Auk 90:411-419. 

Bow Valley Naturalists. 1974. Yamnuska: introductory studies of 

a natural area with proposals for its protection and use. 

Banff, Alberta. 

Butot, R. 1973. First verified report of a House Finch in Calgary. 

Calgary Field Nat. 5 (1):10-11. 

Cox, G. W. 1973. Hybridization between Mourning and MacGillivray's 

Warblers. Auk 90:190-197. 

Godfrey, W. E. 1966. The birds of Canada. Natl. Mus. Can. , Bull. 203. 

Queen's Printer, Ottawa. 428 pp. 

Macoun, John and James M. Macoun. 1909. Catalogue of Canadian birds. 

Can. Dep. Mines, Geol. Surv. Br. Bull. 973. 761 pp. 

(Also Macoun, John. 1900, 1903 and 1904. Catalogue of 

Canadian birds (in three parts). Geol. Surv. Can. 733 pp. ) 

Merilees, W. J. 1969. Red-headed woodpecker in the Kananaskis Valley. 

Blue Jay 27:216. 

National Parks Service (N. P. S. ) 1971. Checklist of the birds of Banff 

National Park. Can. Dep. Indian Aff. North. Dev. , Natl. Parks 

Servo Banff, Alberta. 6 pp. 



Palmer, R. S. (Ed. ). 1962. The handbook of North American birds. 

Vol. 1. Yale Univ. Press. 

Rand, A. L. 1948. Birds of southern Alberta. Can. D ep. Mines 

Resour. , Natl. Mus. Can. Bull. No. 111, BioI. Sere 

No. 37. 105 pp. 

Rowe, J. S. 1972. Forest regions of Canada. Environ. Can. , For. 

Servo Ottawa. Publ. No. 1300. 172 pp. 

35 

Sadler, T. S. 1971. Birds of the Kananaskis Region. Univ. Calgary, 

Environ. Sci. Cent. (Kananaskis). 13 pp. (mimeo). 

(Also Calgary Field Nat. 6:231-2 35, 265-268, 1975; and 

Appendix 5-5 pp. 409-422. In The mountain environment 

and urban society. Kananaskis Pilot Study. Univ. Calgary, 

Environ. Sci. Cent. (Kananaskis). December 1974). 

Sadler, T. S. and M. T. Myres. 1975. Alberta birds 1961-1970 with 

particular reference to migration. Provo Mus. Arch. Alberta. 

Edmonton. Publ. No. 5. 319 pp. 

Salt, W. R. 1973. Alberta vireos and wood warblers. Families 

Vireonidae and Parulidae. Distribution and breeding. Alberta 

Dep. Cult. , Yout�Recreation, Provo Mus. Arch. Alberta. 

Edmonton. Publ. No. 3. 141 pp. 

Salt, W. R. and A. L. Wilko 1966. The birds of Alberta. 2nd Ed., 

rev. by W. R. Salt. Alberta Dep. Ind. Dev. Queen's Printer, 

Edmonton. 511 pp. 

Smith, H. C. 1975. Report of the AORC, 1974. Alberta Nat. 5:3-4. 



36 

Smith, W. 1967a. Alberta Indigo Bunting record. Blue Jay 25:187-188. 

Smith, W. 1967b. An account of the October 21 field trip. Calgary 

Bird Club. Bull. No. 62, pp. 3-4. 

Smith, W. W. and C. R. Wersh1er. 1969. Some 1968 southern Alberta 

bird observations. Blue Jay 27:88-92. 

Wilson, M. 1968. New sighting of Band-tailed Pigeon in Alberta. 

Blue Jay 26:181. 


