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Pellowing a request ef the Southern Canada Pewer, an inspection
was made, June 10, 1955, in a plantation lecated im the vieinity of St. Jeachim

nursery. According te the company's representative, Mr., Merin, white
m«wﬂéhw»mmnhummmmmdumm
last few years,

At the time of our inspection, the company was represented by Mr,
Normandeau, superintendant ef the nursery for several years, who led us threugh
the area cencerned. It actually censisted in a yeung white spruce planta-
tien set aleng the shore of St, Frangeis River, Most of the trees were ten to
fifteen years old varying between eight and seventeen feet in height and
planted in rews, six feet apart. An odd tree was sherter, that is 3 feet or
less, having been planted more recently as substitute to a few ef the previous
trees that were dead.

In general the trees were normal except for the terminal and lateral
shoots which had been breken or cut at appreximately midlength between the
nede and the tip. As an effect of previous years' injuries, several tree
terminals had been replaced by laterals. According te Mr, Hormandeau, whe
had mere oppertunities te make field observations, such injuries were noted
occasionally in 1952, Their number increased in 1953 and 1954, becoming very
abundant in 1955. A reugh survey was made through the plantatien and the
fellowing observations were made:
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le= Out of 81 individusl trees espeelally examined, a1l but ene
showed signs of injury.

2o~ The tree which looked mermal, had been replanted as o substitute
ad was valy 2 foet highy ne simn of injury could be found
MMSMMMW»
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actually slanted,

bu= The buds en the remsining tudgs were ususlly empty with a few

4= Very fow of the praned branch tips could be lecated en the pround,

Oareful examination of the breken twlge falled to show signe of
wmwm The fact that the lowsr section of the trees as well
as smaller trees wore left untouched, cmusad us to think thet ﬂxgmw
cone while there was still seme snow en the ground mmmx 0o pretis
sion could be obtained frem anybody as to the exact tdme the trees were
injured. Purther examinatien of a tree spocimen brought te the laberatery led

A veview of the literature on damage to trses by smoll momals
med our opinien that souirrels might be rospensible for the damage,
In fact, smuirrels are known to clip nuts, acerns ami cenes, but the pruning
of tulge for buds, flowers, and fruite although less wddely understoed is
nevertheless noleworthy. Sevetimes, the bark is alse gnawed fer feed in time
of stress,

Sugh domage by squirrels takes place =ostly when 1t is difficult
or impesaible for the squirrels te find food en the ground, It is usually



y - -

done in early epring after a heavy snewfall, especlally when the preceding
&mmm@amﬁrwgMinms&,‘ﬁmmmmmrhmﬂﬁﬁ

oocur en spruce, m,,m,mm»umﬁmmmm. The same
damage has been encountered this spring in different aress and particularly
in Dorchester and Frentenac ceunties.

Another anemaly which was recerded on the trees, made seme new
muhwmumwmmmymmmmmmm
M@M‘mm«wmwm,fm; We believe it might be related te
mmm&iﬁwﬁ

In eenclusion, we thdnk that a close wabeh should be organised at
ﬁmmwmmﬁngMI%é,mm%mwmmﬁMWﬁ,
&ywm,%ﬁa%mt&ub&«%%hﬂmﬁmﬁmam

Guebec, July 25, 1955, Rend Martineasu,
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