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THE BLACKHEADED BUDWORM, Aden's
gloverana, populations increased over 1974. Positive
beating samples from susceptible hosts increased from
18% in 1974 to 38% in 1975, but these populations
are still too low to cause noticeable defoliation.

New areas of blackheaded budworm activity
were: from Haines Junction north to Beaver Creek,
in stands along Highway 2 from Carmacks to Mayo,
and along the Dempster Highway, mile 22 to mile
184 (km 35 to km 294).

LODGEPOLE PINE BEETLES, Dendroctonus
murryana, were found in lodgepole pine near Ethel
Lake. Several trees were killed by this beetle, but
only after the trees were in an extremely weakened
condition due to physiological stress. This beetle
is not aggressive and usually confines its activity to

the basal portion of overmature and predisposed
trees.

A SPECIAL SURVEY OF GLOBOSE GALL
rust, Endocronartium harknessi, on lodgepole pine
was carried out in 1975. Plots of 100 trees each were
examined at miles 655 and 724 (km 1048 and 1158)
of the Alaska Highway, mile 26 (km 42) Canol Road,
Takhini Tree Nursery, and mile 55 (km 88) Cantung
Road. Generally less than 2% of the trees were
affected, except at mile 655 (km 1048) of the Alaska
Highway where 7% (moderate incidence) were
affected. One gall was found on planted stock in a
provenance study plot at the Takhini Tree Nursery.

Gall rust is capable of killing branches and
occasionally trees, for once a branch or stem is
infected the fungus will keep growing, eventually
girdling the host at that point. Unlike most rusts,
infection occurs directly from pine to pine, therefore
elimination of infected trees is often advised, parti-
cularly within and around nurseries.

LARCH BUDMOTH, Zeiraphera improbana,
populations increased. There was light defoliation
of eastern larch over its entire range in the Yukon
with several small patches of moderate to severe
defoliation at mile 630 (km 1008) Alaska Highway,
and along the Hyland River north to mile 83 (km
133) of the Cantung Road.

THE LARGE ASPEN TORTR IX, Choristoneura
conflictana, caused widespread but light defoliation
of trembling aspen, balsam poplar and birch. There
was moderate defoliation at Carmacks, McQueston
River and the lower portions of the Pelly River
Valley.



STATUS OF FOREST PESTS IN PACIFIC REGION 1975
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