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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Alberta Forest Industry Report provides an accurate record of solid wood product prices and 
production levels, as well as general economic indicators, in both graphical and tabular format. Price 
and production data for pulp products are presented on a quarterly basis. This series of reports is 
intended to provide management with up to date econometric information related to the Alberta forest 
products industry. 
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2.0 SOURCES OF DATA 

All data from the current issue of the Alberta Forest Industry Report have been derived from the 
following sources: 

1. Resource Information Systems, Inc. ; published and on-line data banks 
2. Alberta Forest Products Association 
3. Alberta Forest Service - Timber Management Branch 
4. Madison's Canadian Lumber Reporter 
5. Random Lengths (source for RISI on line data for lumber, U.S. plywood, 

waferboard) 
6. Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
7. The Globe and Mail 
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3.0 SQUD WOOD PRODUCTS 

1. Western S-P-F Price 

2. Sheathing Plywood Price 

3. Waferboard (24/16) Price 

4. Canada Softwood Plywood Price 

5. A.F.P.A. Reported Lumber Sales 

6. Alberta Mill Net Selling Price 
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FIGURE 1. WESTERN S-P-F PRICE 
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WEEKLY AVERAGES - DEC 1987 TO FEB 1989 
SOURCE: RANDOM LENGTHS 

TABLE 1. WESTERN S-P-F PRICE 

J F 

KD.,2X4,STD&BTR,RAND. 8/20',NET FOB MILL,WEEKLY AVERAGES 
$U.S./MFBM 

1988 
DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

180 194 188 191 188 184 191 204 183 178 173 174 175 
190 185 193 190 188 183 205 208 180 178 176 173 175 
196 184 196 190 191 183 208 209 175 178 1n 176 1n 
198 188 196 188 190 185 201 203 173 1n 1n 176 178 

188 188 174 178 
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180 186 
186 187 
188 188 
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FIGURE 2. U.S. SHEATHING PLYWOOD PRICE 

1/2",WEST. CD EXT. FIR,4 PLY,FOB MILL,WEEKLY AVERAGES 

230.-------------------------------~----------------, 

2201-----------------------------~--~------------~ 

210~--------------------_+T_----_r--~~T_------++__rl 

2001----r-r-------------4~--+_--_r------~------~~ 

190~----~~--~------~-----r~r---------+-+-~--~ 

1801--------------r-r---+----~~------------------~ 

1701-----------------~_r--------------------------~ 

160 

0 J F M A M J J A S 0 N 0 J F 

WEEKLY AVERAGES - DEC 1987 TO FEB 1989 
SOURCE: RANDOM LENGTHS 

TABLE 2. U.S. SHEATHING PLYWOOD PRICE 

1/2",WEST. CD EXT. FIR,4 PLY,FOB MILL,WEEKLY AVERAGES 
$U.S./MSF 

1987 1988 
NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

207 196 197 190 185 189 176 171 210 175 219 209 209 183 
196 197 201 189 189 180 170 207 205 185 225 210 202 196 
194 196 205 188 191 176 168 205 205 190 230 211 191 196 
194 197 200 186 188 176 163 211 193 190 223 211 187 192 

180 182 208 190 

3-3 

1989 
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196 191 
210 210 
214 200 
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FIGURE 3. WAFERBOARD (24/16) PRICE 

7/16",DEL TO NORTH CENTRAL U.S.A.,FOB MILL,WEEKLY AVERAGES 
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WEEKLY AVERAGES - DEC 1987 TO FEB 1989 
SOURCE: RANDOM LENGTHS 

TABLE 3. WAFERBOARD (24/16) PRICE 

7/16",DEL TO NORTH CENTRAL U.S.A.,FOB MILL,WEEKLY AVERAGES 
$U.S./MSF 

1987 1988 
NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC 

137 126 127 118 117 118 113 111 150 120 123 140 128 136 
135 123 125 118 117 117 114 134 150 120 128 133 136 131 
130 123 120 118 116 116 113 147 147 121 142 126 137 128 
131 126 118 118 117 116 112 150 140 121 145 126 137 126 

115 129 143 126 
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1989 
JAN FEB 

131 140 
138 137 
140 135 
141 
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FIGURE 4. CANADIAN SHEATHING PLYWOOD PRICE 

1/2",CANADA SOFTWOOD PLYWOOD,DELIVERED TO EDMONTON,WEEKLY AVERAGES 
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TABLE 4. CANADIAN SHEATHING PLYWOOD PRICE 

F 

1/2",CANADA SOFTWOOD PLYWOOD,DELIVERED TO EDMONTON,WEEKLY AVERAGES 
$CDN/MSF 

1987 1988 1989 
OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB 

425 383 360 360 360 351 342 342 325 384 384 342 345 329 319 319 329 
425 360 352 360 360 342 342 325 323 384 384 342 345 329 319 319 329 
425 360 352 360 353 342 342 325 340 384 384 345 345 319 319 329 329 
425 360 352 360 353 342 342 325 340 384 342 345 345 319 329 329 
397 342 384 345 
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FIGURE 5. A.F.P.A. REPORTED LUMBER SALES - TOTAL 
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OCT 1987 - DEC 1988 
SOURCE: A.F.P.A. 
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TABLE 5. A.F.P.A. REPORTED LUMBER SALES - TOTAL 

MILLION FBM 

FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL TO DATE ANNUAL TOTAL 

104.4 113.8 n.9 138.1 112.5 102.1 119.3 108.6 114.6 109.9 n.1 1261.8 1261.8 
92.1 101.1 99.3 114.7 124.5 117.1 106.0 93.2 104.9 94.4 75.3 1220.0 1220.0 
92.8 106.7 118.1 118.6 110.6 118.6 149.5 126.4 106.6 105.2 102.1 1354.3 1354.3 

115.2 126.8 121.8 134.6 154.1 132.4 127.2 144.1 135.4 125.6 113.1 1530.1 1530.1 
125.1 149.8 130.0 150.9 172.3 123.6 144.6 141.7 129.5 133.5 100.2 1617.6 1617.6 
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FIGURE 6. ALBERTA MILL NET SELLING PRICE 
DIMENSION & BOARDS (WEIGHTED) 
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TABLE 6. ALBERTA MILL NET SELLING PRICE 

DIMENSION & BOARDS WEIGHTED - $ CDN/MFBM 

APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV 

190.84 205.15 214.97 204.73 195.89 197.63 196.54 187.06 
236.17 231.49 217.46 218.10 207.03 203.17 198.48 187.21 
188.56 196.26 198.20 208.05 227.03 206.36 192.20 187.43 
201.76 210.89 216.27 251.79 208.48 203.88 188.57 194.91 
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D J 

DEC 

182.43 
265.69 
190.42 
188.92 

AVG. 

196.40 
214.01 
201.29 
201.50 
200.70 



4.0 ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

7. Total U.S. Housing Starts 

8. Total Canadian Housing Starts 

9. Total Alberta Housing Starts 

10. Interest Rates 

11. Canada / U.S. Exchange Rate 

12. Various Currencies / U.S. Exchange Rates 
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FIGURE 7. TOTAL U.S. HOUSING STARTS 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATES 
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SOURCE: R.I.S.I. 

TABLE 7. TOTAL U.S. HOUSING STARTS 

MILLION STARTS;SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATES;MONTHLY AVERAGES 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

1985 1.80 1.63 1.85 1.85 1.68 1.69 1.67 1.74 1.65 1.78 1.65 1.88 
1986 2.00 1.92 1.89 1.95 1.85 1.84 1.79 1.80 1.69 1.66 1.64 1.81 
1987 1.82 1.84 1.73 1.64 1.60 1.58 1.59 1.58 1.68 1.54 1.66 1.40 
1988 1.39 1.51 1.53 1.58 1.39 1.46 1.48 1.46 1.46 1.53 1.57 1.57 
1989 1.69 
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MILLION 

FIGURE 8. TOTAL CANADIAN HOUSING STARTS 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATES - ALL CENTRES 
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TABLE 8. TOTAL CANADIAN HOUSING STARTS 

MILLION STARTS;SAAR;MONTHLY AVERAGES,ALL CENTRES 

MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV 

.128 .159 .158 .146 .175 .185 .194 .198 .203 

.164 .213 .201 .186 .208 .211 .241 .223 .213 

.258 .246 .258 .260 .267 .283 .234 .231 .240 

.215 .229 .237 .218 .216 .254 .215 .227 .237 
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FIGURE 9. TOTAL ALBERTA HOUSING STARTS 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATES - CENTRES 10,000+ 
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TABLE 9. TOTAL ALBERTA HOUSING STARTS 

N 

THOUSAND STARTS; SAAR; MONTHLY AVERAGES,CENTRES 10,000+ 

MAR APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV 

3 4 4 5 7 7 9 8 9 
9 6 6 5 6 6 5 6 7 
8 7 9 9 10 11 8 8 11 
7 9 6 9 9 10 12 10 12 

D 

DEC 

6 
8 
8 
10 
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FIGURE 10. INTEREST RATE 
THREE MONTH TREASURY BILLS 
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TABLE 10. INTEREST RATE 

YIELD ON THREE MONTH TREASURY BILLS 

APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT 

5.64 5.66 5.67 5.69 6.04 6.40 6.13 
5.91 6.26 6.46 6.73 7.06 7.24 7.35 

7.52 8.06 8.30 8.53 8.95 9.19 8.85 
8.76 8.88 9.20 9.27 9.53 10.20 10.29 
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FIGURE 11. EXCHANGE RATE 
CANADIAN DOLLARS I U.S. DOLLAR 
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MONTHLY AVERAGES: DEC 1987 - FEB 1989 
SOURCE: R.I.S.I. ; GLOBE AND MAIL 

TABLE 11. EXCHANGE RATE 
CANADIAN DOLLARS I U.S. DOLLAR 

APR MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEP OCT 

1.37 1.38 1.37 1.35 1.36 1.37 1.37 
1.39 1.38 1.39 1.38 1.39 1.39 1.39 
1.32 1.34 1.34 1.33 1.33 1.32 1.31 
1.24 1.24 1.22 1.21 1.22 1.23 1.21 
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FIGURE 12. EXCHANGE RATES 
INTERNATIONAL CURRENCIES / U.S. DOLLAR 
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