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Promoting Economic Opportunities for First Nations in the Natural Resource Sector 
 

 “Celebrating Our Success”, the 13th National Conference of the Council for the Advancement of 
Native Development Officers (CANDO) held in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan from October 2nd to 
5th, was more than a celebration of previous achievements in the advancement of economic 
development in First Nation communities; it was a tribute to future opportunity.  
 
“Opportunity  for First Nations within the natural resource sector” was the main concept 
underscored by the Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) delegation  in its trade booth display at 
the conference and its three hour panel discussion entitled “Seizing Community Opportunities: 
Mining, Forestry and Energy.” Panel discussions were chaired by Brian Wilson, Director of 
Programs for the Canadian Forest Service, and highlighted three success stories of First Nations 
involvement in natural resources.  Panellists included: Chief Helen Ben, Meadow Lake Tribal 
Council; Volker Ebert, Vice President of Operations for Mudjatik Thyssen Mining; Jamie 
McIntyre, Director of Sustainable Development for CAMECO; and, Dawn Mills, from the 
Norman B. Keevil Institute of Mining Engineering.  
 
The conference was also an occasion for non-Aboriginal delegates to learn from the participating 
Economic Development Officers. “This conference is set up for the actual practitioners, the 
people who do the research and make recommendations to the Chief and Council. Industry is 
starting to realize that this event is an opportunity to find out what’s going on in First Nations 
communities across the country,” states Victor Tom, Native Economic Development Officer and 
representative of British Columbia on the Executive Council of CANDO. Certified officers from 
each province and territory were present at the conference to share their experiences and gain 
knowledge to assist them in fostering economic opportunities for their communities. 
 
In the opening session, delegates were welcomed to Saskatoon, the city of bridges. This was a 
fitting place for the 13th National CANDO conference, as by closing the conference had bridged 
First Nations leaders from across the country with one another, development officers with 
industry, and most importantly, leadership with opportunity.  
 
For more information, please contact the Council for the Advancement of Native Development 
Officers at toll-free number 1-800-463-9300 or via email at cando@edo.ca 
 
FNFP Focuses on Forestry Opportunities in the Yukon 
 
Forests in the Yukon Territory may become a significant source of value as markets are 
developed for environmental services and for trading water and carbon credits. This is good news 
since 73% of the province’s forest is considered commercially non-productive (i.e. not capable of 
growing trees of sufficient size and quality for timber harvesting).   
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FNFP recently sponsored a study specifically to look at opportunities for First Nations in the Yukon’s 
forest sector.  Over 50 people attended the workshop at the Council for Yukon First Nations, including 
members of the FNFP Yukon Territory Management Committee, First Nations Chiefs, land managers, 
Elders, plus Yukon and Federal Government representatives.   
 
 
Opening remarks were provided by Yukon Premier Dennis Fentie, Grand Chief Andy Carvill, Natural 
Resources Minister Archie Lang, and Canadian Forest Service Regional Director General Susan 
Farlinger. 
 
Results of the study were unveiled by Jeremy Williams (Arborvitae Environmental Services) at a 
workshop hosted by FNFP Yukon this past July. Titled “Forestry Opportunities for First Nations in the 
Yukon Territory,” the workshop outlined current and future opportunities in forestry, including the 
prospect of a small mill designed to service the local market.  
 
The consultant also explored the use of forests for eco-tourism, hunting and bioenergy (energy derived 
from organic matter, generally considered a sustainable and renewable way of satisfying energy needs in 
remote areas). The study showed that bioenergy could be particularly useful for Yukon’s residents and 
businesses, since energy costs are too high for traditional medium-scale wood harvesting operations.  
 
The presentation was followed by a discussion period facilitated by Tim Cant.  Some of the points raised 
in the discussion were used by Mr. Williams to finalize his report.  
 
For further information, please contact Anne Marie Swan at the Council of Yukon First Nations by 
calling (867) 393-9236. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Two Realities, One Community Aboriginal Community Development with the Resource Sector, 
Ottawa, Ontario Nov 5-7, 2006 - Major players in the resource industry explore the benefits of 
Aboriginal community and industry joint resource development, as well as the corporate social 
responsibility issues inherent in these relationships.  For more information:  http://www.canadaforum.com 
 
Species at Risk - Our Heritage, Our Responsibility Workshop, Winnipeg, Manitoba November 7-9, 
2006 - Sponsored by the National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk, 200 Aboriginal participants 
from across Canada will attend to hear all-Aboriginal panellists discuss the issues surrounding the topic. 
 
Forest Pest Management Forum 2006, Ottawa, Ontario December 5-7, 2006 - This annual event 
addresses timely issues regarding invasive species, urban forest pests, regulatory developments, and 
intensive forest management. Participants can register on-line at http://www.forum.glfc.forestry.ca. 
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