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Sound fores t  management implies the profitable harvesting of m a x i m u m  
and continuous supplies of desirable products from the forest .  To obtain this 
idea l ,  the productivity of each acre should bo commensurate with the potent ial  
of the s i t e ;  burned and cut-over areas should be re-stocked t o  ensure complete 
and continuous u t i l i za t ion  of the s i t e  with desirable species; and the harvesting 
of merchantable stands based on accepted economic principles. 

Techniques f o r  classifying fores t  land and evaluating i ts  potential  
f o r  d i f fe rent  phases of management have been developed i n  the Niskonlith 
Provincial  Forest, KaniLoops Distr ic t ,  B. C. The classif icat ion i s  based on 
fea tures  of land-form, s o i l  and vegetation that can be interpreted from airphotos. 
Application of the c lass i f ica t ion  may require de ta i l s  of loca l  conditions that a r e  

@ n o t  recognizable on the photographs but which can be obtained by a limited ground 
examination. The land was assessed as  t o  i t s  productivity, s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  road 
building and scarification, hazard from wind-throw and the probabili ty of erosion 
and slump. 

Characteristics of physiographic location, parent s o i l  material, s o i l  
p r o f i l e  and vegetation were combined and used t o  delineate eleven "land-units". 
Composition of the mapping un i t s  i s  detemined by the complexity of the configur- 
a t i o n  of the landscape, and by the scale of mapping. Napping a t  a scale of 
1:15,000 i s  most sui table  f o r  very intense management; 1:30,000 f o r  the management 
normally practised on la rger  areas; and 1:60,000 f o r  regional resource surveys 
and inventories. 

Productivity ra t ings  of land-units and fores t  ty-pes a re  based on 
height/age relationships of dominant and co-dominant t rees .  Permanent features 
such a s  slope, s o i l  draicage, s o i l  texture and incidence and depth t o  bed-rock 
a r e  used t o  r a t e  land f o r  road building and ease of scar if icat ion,  Wind-throw 
hazexd i s  related t o  exposure and depth of so i l ;  probabili ty of erosion t o  s o i l  
permeability, texture, stoniness and slope of the area; and incidence of slump 
t o  s o i l  texture, stoniness, drainage and depth t o  impermeable layer. 

REPORT: Forest Land Classification and Interpretations f o r  bianagement of a 
Portion of the Niskonlith Provincial Forest, Kanlloops Dis t r ic t ,  B. C. 
P. I?. Sprout (B. C. So i l s  survey), J. IJ. C. Arlidge (B.c.F.s.) and 
n n T  .-. . - . - .  - - A  . . - - 


