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WESTERN SPRUCE BUD ORM INFESTATIONS t

lWlLOOPS PISTRICT

H. Peter Koot

Numerous spruce budworm larvae were found causing light defol
iation throughout Douglas-fir stands defoliated in 1973 in the Carpenter
Gun and Downton lakes area and south of Lytton along ~ oiek Cree. This
is the seventh consecutive year of defoliation in the Bridge River Valle •

ew infestations ar now also apparent along Fountain V lle (Three Lak
Valley) and Botanie Creek, here heavy larval feeding is in pro ress.

In infested stands at lower elevations, up to 100% of the 1974
foliage had been consumed by the end of June. At elevations over 3,000
feet, approxtmately 50% of the current growth was stripped. At ission
Pass whe e previous infestations have caused some mortality of under to "
and top-kill in overstory trees, dissection of larvae revealed over 30%
parasitism. However, there remain sufficient numbers of bud orm to e se
oderate 0 severe defoliation in this area. Parasitism as light at
~ oiek Creek and Gun Lake.

Pupation which is already in progress at lower elevations sho d
be completed in most areas by mid-July, at hich ttme feeding d ge
will terminate.

If climatic conditions are conducive to insect development and
no further parasitism or disease appears, moderate to severe defoliation
can be ~ ected in the aforementioned areas. With the exception of
Mis ion Pass, it is unlikely that any significant tree mortality ill
result f om 1974 defoliation, but increment loss, tree defo~ity and us
ceptibil ty to bark beetle attack may be expected.


