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PESTS OF POPLA S AND TREMBLING ASPEN

in the NASS and SKEE A RIVER VALLEYS

P INCE RUPERT REGION, 1984

Nick Humphreys
Forest Insect and Disease Survey

Trembling aspen and black cottonwood stands in the Nass River
Valley have been severely infected by the shoot blights Venturia
~~~~ulari'-' and v. populina, respectively. Dead shoots and leaves are
particularly cornman on aspen in groves up to 20 ha frorn Kit\qanga to
Cran- rry Junct.ion. Black cottonwood saplings are commonly, but less
severely, affected throughout the same general area.

The increased levels of infection "'Jere favoured by the moist
s~ring, and could result in terminal and branch dieback of saplings and
some growth loss on severely infected mature trees.

Increa.sed populations of tolar and vJillolAi borer Cryptor­
hynchu2 lapathi, have kill extensive areas of young \""illo\v in the
Nass and Skeena river valleys froln Cranberry Junction to Kitimat and
H_ zelton to Prince Ru ert where endelnic populations have been coronion

for ITlany years II

Al.though of little conlmercially economic importance tree and
branch mortality is a concern in urban areas. As young 'whips' and main
stems are killed multi-stemmed 'clumps' develop. Cutting and burning of
infested material wil~ assist in reducing populations.


