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STATUS OF WeSTERN H~1LOCK LOOPER OU1BREA S

IN l'HE C,AJ<IBOO, 1{j\t~{LOOPS .AND NELSON FOREST REGIONS, 198ft

Rodney Turnquist & Colin Wood
Forest Insect and Disease Survey

Tl e ~Nestern

which defoliated 37
emlock and western
significantly~

hernlock looper, Larnbdina fisci.~la~_ia lugubro~~c>

250 hectares of--nlature and overrnature \:Jestern
red cedar stands mainly in 1983, has declined

Larval samples in stands previously defoliated in 1982 and 1983
in the Columbia River drainage in the Nelson Region averaged 22 (range
o to 115), down from 96 (range 1 to 300) in 1983. Light defoliation of
understor-~ trees is localized at Ledge and Cusson creeks in the Upper
Arrow Lakes and at Cougar Creek in Glacier National Park~ Low
populations but not defoliat:on are evident at Red Rock Peninsula and
Cranberry Creek, \..;here the '\rJasp-li e., egg parasite ",elenom 5 sp.
affected 33% to 43% of t e overwintering eggs (based ~. 100 gram
samples o~ old man~s a d lichen). Similar declines have occurred in
stands il fested in 1983 in the Karnloops "Region. However, at Scotch
Creek, northeast of Chase, generally light and moderate defoliation of
mature trees and severe on the understory has occurred for the second
year6

~1ost current western heluloek foliage '{(Jas defoliated in mixed
hernlock-cedar stands at Abbot Cree! in the Quesn(~l. Lake area in the
Cariboo Region, wh e populations had increased the previous two years8

Bl ck~ 0 4"'_~" _ bu(h~10rrn populations, Ac.leris glove!'aTia increased
throughou the previous western hefTllock lo-oper· outhreak area, and are
causing light defoliation frofll Cougar Creek \vest to Mount Revelstoke
National Park ..

Sa\vfly populations, Nf~odiprion ,£~:::iiae also increased, but are
not ,causing noticeable defoli~tion:---


