
Happy New Year! 
 
The First Nations Forestry Program wishes you a healthy and happy 
New Year! 
 

January – February 2010 
 
Mathias Colomb Cree Nation, the Province of Manitoba and FNFP Collaborate on 
Forest Lands Inventory  
 
As Canada’s demands for sustainable forest management and land use planning evolve, 
increased emphasis is being placed on the current state, extent, and nature of its 
forests. In Manitoba, an enhanced forest inventory standard was developed by the 
Province which incorporates ecological land classification with information on soil, 
landforms and other vegetation.  
 
In Next Steps: Priorities for Sustaining Manitoba’s Forests, 2002, Manitoba’s Department 
of Conservation identified a focus on increasing co-management, employment and 
economic opportunities for Aboriginal communities as a priority. One key opportunity 
occurred in the summer of 2009 with the Province’s decision to update the forest crown 
land inventory for the Highrock forest section. In this region of Manitoba, the Mathias 
Colomb Cree Nation (MCCN) recently received Treaty Land Entitlement (TLE) lands 
totalling approximately 79,660 hectares. The Province’s Department of Conservation 
approached the MCCN to discuss the Highrock inventory project and entered into an 
agreement with MCCN to obtain and provide the community with photo imagery for both 
the reserve and the TLE lands.  
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The agreement will provide MCCN with access to up-to-date forest inventory data for the First 
Nations lands at a much lower cost than if it had undertaken it on its own. MCCN turned to the 
First Nations Forestry Program (FNFP) for funding to help support the costs of the aerial 
photography work.  
 
Aerial photography acquisition is the first step in developing a forest inventory. Interpretation of 
forest attributes and field validation are to follow. Manitoba Conservation and Mathias Colomb 
are hopeful that funding will be available for these two remaining activities in the inventory 
process in 2011-12. Field validation will allow community members to receive field survey 
training and work experience. The forest inventory will provide the baseline information 
necessary for the MCCN to develop its forest management plans and linked resource 
development opportunities.  
 
For Information: 
Jack Smyth    Greg Carlson 
Canadian Forest Service, Ottawa  Manitoba Conservation 
(613) 947-4292    (204) 945-7952 
jack.smyth@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca  Greg.Carlson@gov.mb.ca  
 
 
Smith’s Landing First Nation – Fire Abatement Program 
 
In 2000, Smith’s Landing First Nation (SLFN) 
became Alberta’s newest First Nation with the 
signing of a land claim agreement to address 
outstanding obligations under Treaty 8. The 
agreement included the transfer of up to 7,600 
hectares of land.  
 
Since that time, the 300-member First Nation, 
located just south of the Northwest Territories - 
Alberta border, has launched a successful fire 
abatement program that has created 
employment for a four-member crew and also 
contributed to the health and safety of the 
community. Training began in the fall of 2008.  With funding assistance from the FNFP, the First 
Nation hired four band members to work on removing brush on their lands. The crew works 
between twenty-seven and thirty weeks annually, depending on the varying weather conditions. 
 
The crew is following a Fire Abatement Plan, which was developed under the Alberta Fire Smart 
Program. With the encouragement from the First Nations Forestry Program, SLFN applied for 
and was later granted additional funding through the Fire Hazard Reduction and Forest Health 
Program in Alberta. This is great news for the community as it allows them to continue with the 
fire abatement crew and to improve the safety of the community. SLFN is also an active 
member of the Fire Abatement Committee in Fort Smith, Northwest Territories and continues to 
work closely with the nearby Fort Smith community. The project will take a minimum of five 
years to fully implement.  
 
For Information: 
John Doornbos        
Canadian Forest Service, Northern Forestry Centre       
(780) 435-7318 
john.doornbos@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 



Conseil des Montagnais working with the Lac Saint-Jean Model Forest on several new 
products from the forest    
 
The Lac-Saint-Jean Model Forest (LSJMF) was established through a partnership involving the 
Conseil des Montagnais du Lac-St-Jean (Lac-Saint-Jean Montagnais band council) and the 
regional county municipalities (MRCs) of Maria-Chapdelaine and Domaine-du-Roy, and has 
participated in the FCP since 2007–2008 along with 10 other model forests across Canada. The 
LSJMF provides a framework and support for several initiatives aimed at developing integrated 
sustainable management of forest resources.  
 
In 2006–2007, the Conseil des Montagnais du Lac-St-Jean allocated $24,904 to the 
development of birch sap-based products, including $16,116 from the FNFP to conduct a 
preliminary study which made it possible to identify 170 hectares of birch stands and map the 
most suitable areas for harvesting birch sap. Since 2007–2008, the LSJMF has continued to 
develop this project and in the spring of 2009, harvested sap from 800 trees for the production 
of syrup. For the time being, a very specialized market is 
targeted for this product and the project looks promising. 
The LSJMF invested a total of $64,899, including $23,891 
from the FCP, in 2007–2008 and 2008–2009 (the 2009–
2010 financial data are not yet available). 
 
Another initiative supported by the LSJMF is the 
commercialization of edible forest mushrooms. In 2007–
2008, the sum of $7,055, including $4,426 from NRCan’s 
Forest Communities Program (FCP).  The funding 
supported planning for the development of a mushroom 
inventory and training for  employees compiling the 
inventory.  In 2008–2009, a total budget of $90,018, 
including $23,770 from the FCP and $19,000 from the 
FNFP, was allocated to the creation of an extensive 
inventory, which was used to identify the available 
resource and assess its harvest potential. In 2009-10 the 
LSJMF is continuing with the next steps: fostering new 
partnerships; providing training for gatherers; assessing 
the harvesting and marketing organization; and producing 
an edible mushroom guide. 
 
 
For Information:    
Alain Dubois      Jean Gaudreault 
Laurentian Forestry Centre, CFS    Lac-Saint-Jean Model Forest 
(418) 648-7134      (418) 275-5386 ext. 772 
alain.dubois@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca    jean.gaudreault@mashteuiatsh.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National Aboriginal Forestry Association launching on-line Aboriginal Forest Sector 
Directory 
 
The National Aboriginal Forestry Association (NAFA) is building an on-line directory for 
Aboriginal businesses in the forest sector. The directory will give profile to Aboriginal forest 
businesses and be a useful source of information for networking and for promoting Aboriginal 
sourcing in procurement and trade markets. The FNFP has provided advice and financial 
support for the project. 
 
To take advantage of the directory, visit the NAFA website at www.nafaforestry.org and follow 
the instructions and requirements to have your business included. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Aboriginal Financial Officers Association (AFOA) 10th Anniversary National Conference 
March 2–4, 2010 
Westin Hotel, Ottawa, ON 
For more information visit http://www.afoa.ca/conference/2010/home.html 
 
Powering Up Aboriginal Energy: Clean Energy Driving Aboriginal Economic 
Development Across Canada 
April 26–27, 2010 
Delta Chelsea Hotel, Toronto, ON 
For more information visit http://www.edo.ca/datamodules/events/show/6_564  
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