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That’s because most people understand 
that managing Canada’s forests responsibly 
and sustainably means recognizing the close 
interconnections between the environment,  
the economy and social well-being.

Th�s tr�ple bottom l�ne �s what underscores susta�nable 
forest management (SFM) �n Canada. Far from the 
largely t�mber-focused management approach of the 
past, SFM works to address and balance a w�de range of 
env�ronmental, econom�c and soc�al aspects so that the 
needs and expectat�ons of all forest users m�ght be met 
today and �n the future. A comprehens�ve approach l�ke 
th�s requ�res more than deal�ng w�th just the �mmed�ate 
challenges of the day, such as job losses �n the �ndustry 
or damage to forest resources from pest �nfestat�on. 
It also requ�res work�ng to pred�ct long-term trends 
so that Canad�ans can plan how best to ma�nta�n the 
health and well-be�ng of the country’s forests and forest 
economy 5, 10 and even 100 years from now.

A Vision for Canada’s Forests: 2008 and Beyond, �ssued 
by the Canad�an Counc�l of Forest M�n�sters �n 2008, 
clearly reaffirms the Counc�l’s ongo�ng support for  
SFM and for Canada’s global leadersh�p �n th�s area.  
The two goals presented �n the v�s�on al�gn well w�th 
the pr�nc�ples and pract�ce of SFM:

•   Ensure a prosperous and susta�nable future for 
Canada’s ent�re forest sector.

•   Become a world leader �n �nnovat�ve pol�c�es 
and act�ons to m�t�gate and adapt to the effects 
of cl�mate change on our forests and forest 
commun�t�es. 

How is Canada doing in managing its 
forests sustainably?

Marking Canada’s Progress in Sustainable Forest 
Management provides an overview of the 
country’s progress in achieving SFM, and presents 
a sample of the latest data and trends for a range 
of environmental, economic and social indicators. 
The indicators are part of the national Criteria 
and Indicators (C&I) framework, the primary 
tool used in Canada for measuring progress in 
advancing SFM.

As well as bu�ld�ng on the v�s�on document, th�s 
summary presents updates on several �nd�cators 
related to the two goals set out �n the v�s�on. Such 
�nformat�on w�ll cont�nue to help �nform future 
dec�s�on-mak�ng �n all areas of Canada’s forest sector. 

Sustainable forest management: 
Management that maintains and enhances 
the long-term health of forest ecosystems for 
the benefit of all living things while providing 
environmental, economic, social, and cultural 
opportunities for present and future generations.

Canadian Council of Forest Ministers, 2008

Ask Canadians today what they think the top priority for managing 
the country’s forests should be and you will likely hear a three-part 
answer: maintain healthy forests, support and promote profitable 
forest-based businesses, and strengthen forest communities.

For detailed information about sustainable forest 
management in Canada, visit SFMCanada.org
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Using C&I to measure and  
report on SFM

Canada’s nat�onal framework of 6 cr�ter�a and 
46 �nd�cators has become a key tool for defin�ng, 
measur�ng, track�ng and report�ng on our progress 
toward SFM. The C&I were developed w�th extens�ve 
�nput from stakeholders �n the forest commun�ty. 
Together they prov�de:

•   a common framework to mon�tor, assess and  
report on trends �n forest cond�t�ons w�th respect  
to the full range of forest values and, �n turn, on  
the progress toward SFM;

•   a common conceptual framework for SFM w�th�n 
wh�ch forest-related pol�c�es and pol�cy measures  
can be developed and rev�ewed; and

•   a common ground on wh�ch stakeholders, publ�c 
agenc�es and governments can work out shared 
object�ves and collaborat�ve act�ons toward SFM.

The SFM approach to tackling 
complex issues: The case 
of the mountain pine beetle 
epidemic

British Columbia’s mountain pine beetle 
epidemic illustrates well the complexity 
and interconnectedness of issues—
environmental, economic and social—that 
make sustainable forest management (SFM) 
as challenging as it is necessary.  

A decade ago, a large �nventory of mature 
lodgepole p�ne �n the prov�nce, together w�th a 
success�on of warmer-than-normal w�nters, created 
�deal cond�t�ons for enabl�ng a small �nfestat�on to 
balloon �nto a mass�ve one. By 2007, about 40% of 
B.C.’s mature p�ne had been k�lled by the beetle. By 
2019, those losses are expected to amount to 71%. 
All-out efforts to salvage beetle-�nfested t�mber 
�ncreased harvest rates �n some forest d�str�cts by 
70%, but those rates are expected to fall well below 
normal levels �n the next few years. Both extremes 
have posed substant�al challenges for forest �ndustry 
compan�es, for prov�nc�al resource planners, 
managers and dec�s�on-makers, and for the forest 
workers and commun�t�es �n the areas affected.

In add�t�on, because forests play a v�tal role as 
carbon s�nks �n the global cycl�ng of carbon d�ox�de, 
the damage to more than 10 m�ll�on hectares of 
forest �n B.C. means a reduced capac�ty to capture 
and store carbon. Not only that, but the huge areas 
of beetle-damaged forest are now beg�nn�ng to 
em�t carbon as the dead trees and debr�s beg�n to 
decompose. Th�s dead wood �s be�ng cons�dered 
as a potent�al b�oenergy source. Us�ng dead wood 

To learn more about the C&I framework,  
go to ccfm.org
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allows us to capture the energy conta�ned �n the wood. 
Although the use of dead trees for b�oenergy w�ll 
accelerate the release of carbon to the atmosphere, 
over t�me th�s carbon would be released through 
decompos�t�on anyway. Moreover, the use of b�oenergy 
reduces foss�l carbon em�ss�ons. To address concerns 
about the potent�al �mpacts of large-scale removal of 
woody b�omass on w�ldl�fe hab�tat, b�od�vers�ty, water 
qual�ty and so�l product�v�ty, s�te select�on and harvest 
pract�ces need to be des�gned w�th�n the gu�del�nes of 
susta�nable forest management.

Work�ng through �ssues and vary�ng op�n�ons l�ke these 
has taken t�me and cons�derable effort on the part of 
all levels of government and key stakeholders. However, 
British Columbia’s Mountain Pine Beetle Action Plan 
2006–2011 sets a course a�med both at m�t�gat�ng the 
�mpacts of the ep�dem�c �n the short term and ensur�ng 
susta�nab�l�ty �n the long term. Th�s plan reflects the value 
of SFM processes—such as broad publ�c d�alogue and 
adapt�ve, sc�ence-based dec�s�on-mak�ng—that take �nto 
account the best �nterests of all three parts of a healthy 
forest sector: the env�ronment, the economy and soc�al 
well-be�ng.
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Canada is the world’s largest exporter of forest 
products, contributing more than $20 billion to 
Canada’s balance of trade in 2008. The country’s 
forest industry contributed 1.9% of the national 
GDP in 2008 and directly employed more than 
270 000 people.

Harvest rates across Canada are set at levels to ensure 
long-term ecosystem susta�nab�l�ty.  As a result, the 
country’s forests are able to support spec�es d�vers�ty 
and res�l�ence over vast landscapes w�th dynam�c, 
ever-evolv�ng ecosystems. Compl�ance w�th forest 
regulat�ons that work to conserve and protect so�l 
and fresh water �s h�gh throughout all jur�sd�ct�ons and 
also contr�butes to susta�nab�l�ty.  And today �n Canada, 
renewable b�oenergy from forests accounts for more 
than 55% of the total energy used by the forest sector, 
thus help�ng to reduce greenhouse gas em�ss�ons. 

Across Canada, forests support hundreds of 
commun�t�es, most of wh�ch are rural. Many Abor�g�nal 
people depend on forest-based act�v�t�es to secure the�r 
econom�c and soc�al well-be�ng. And forests are valued 
by Canad�ans as part of the�r cultural �dent�ty and as a 
favoured place of recreat�on.

Canada �s currently a world leader �n susta�nable forest 
management. However, cont�nued success w�ll requ�re 
ongo�ng d�l�gence. In part�cular, challenges rema�n �n 
terms of overcom�ng low rates of return on cap�tal 
�nvestments and becom�ng more compet�t�ve �n the 
�nternat�onal marketplace. There �s an ongo�ng need 
to respond and adapt to chang�ng publ�c demands for 
alternat�ve forest uses, as well as to cont�nue to address 
�mpacts of pollut�on and �nvas�ve spec�es on forests. 
Further progress �n �ncreas�ng Abor�g�nal part�c�pat�on 
�n susta�nable forest management, and �mprov�ng the 
res�l�ence and well-be�ng of our forest-dependent 
commun�t�es w�ll help move the  v�s�on for Canada’s 
forests forward. Cont�nu�ng to manage our forests to 
ma�nta�n the res�l�ence of forest ecosystems w�ll be an 
ongo�ng challenge as cl�mate change and other stressors 
cont�nue to cause �mpacts. 
 
A select�on of �nd�cators used to measure and report 
on SFM �s summar�zed here.  

Canada’s Progress in SFM: Overview

To learn more about other indicators, visit  
canadaforests.nrcan.gc.ca/indicator
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Source: Stat�st�cs Canada 

Contribution of timber products to GDP

Compar�ng the gross domest�c product (GDP) of the t�mber products sector w�th the GDP of the 
Canad�an economy as a whole prov�des �ns�ght �nto the contr�but�on of Canada’s t�mber products to the 
country’s economy.

The relat�ve contr�but�on of the t�mber products sector to the GDP fell to a record low �n 2008, 
contr�but�ng $28 b�ll�on, or 1.9% of the GDP. Th�s drop reflects a contract�on of the forest �ndustry due to 
both long-term structural decl�nes �n t�mber product demand and a short-term, sharp, temporary drop �n 
demand assoc�ated w�th the global recess�on. 

In the long run, the contr�but�on of t�mber products to Canada’s GDP w�ll depend �n part on how well 
Canad�an producers can pos�t�on themselves to take advantage of emerg�ng marketplace opportun�t�es. 

Contribution of the timber products sector to GDP by subsector
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Source:  Stat�st�cs Canada, Labour Force Survey, January 2009 (spec�al extract�on)

Direct, indirect and induced employment

Canada’s forest �ndustry has long been an �mportant source of jobs across the country, espec�ally �n many 
rural commun�t�es where the �ndustry �s the pr�mary source of �ncome. In add�t�on to d�rect employment, the 
forest �ndustry prov�des �nd�rect and �nduced employment:

•   �nd�rect employment—jobs created by forest act�v�ty but outs�de the �ndustry (e.g., from cap�tal �nvestment, 
transportat�on of products to markets, purchases of �ntermed�ate goods)  

•   �nduced employment—jobs created when forest �ndustry workers or those employed �n forest-related 
act�v�t�es purchase consumer goods.  

Canada’s forest �ndustry employment has been decl�n�ng s�nce 2004. In 2008, the �ndustry d�rectly employed 
273 700 people, a drop of 6.9% from 2007 employment numbers and the lowest level of forest �ndustry 
employment �n the last 20 years. The pr�mary areas of decl�ne were �n wood products manufactur�ng (down 
by 11.9%) and forestry, logg�ng and support act�v�t�es (down by 10.7%).  

D�rect, �nd�rect and �nduced employment are expected to cont�nue decl�n�ng �n 2009 as a result of:  

•   cont�nued soften�ng of the U.S. hous�ng �ndustry and, w�th �t, weaken�ng of demand for Canad�an wood 
products; and 

•   cont�nued growth �n the use of electron�c med�a and a decl�ne �n trad�t�onal pr�nt med�a (such as 
newspapers), caus�ng demand for pulp and paper products to fall.   

 
Employment in the forest industry
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Source: Nat�onal Forestry Database

Annual harvest of timber relative to the level of harvest deemed  
to be sustainable

Th�s �nd�cator compares the amount of wood harvested w�th the amount that could be harvested w�thout 
affect�ng the long-term susta�nab�l�ty of the forest resource. Track�ng the amount of t�mber actually 
harvested �n Canada compared w�th the country’s est�mated wood supply shows how we are do�ng �n 
terms of ma�nta�n�ng a flow of benefits to soc�ety relat�ve to the product�ve capac�ty of the forest.

Canada’s wood supply has rema�ned relat�vely stable s�nce 1990, reach�ng 250 m�ll�on m3 �n 2007, �nclud�ng 
190 m�ll�on m3 of softwoods and 60 m�ll�on m3 of hardwoods. Harvests, meanwh�le, have been below 
supply over the past 10 years. Softwood harvests have stayed around 153 m�ll�on m3 per year over the 
past decade—about 15% below the est�mated wood supply. Hardwood harvests have rema�ned relat�vely 
constant over the same per�od at about 33 m�ll�on m3 per year, well below the est�mated wood supply of 
60 m�ll�on m3 per year.  
 

Annual harvest versus supply deemed sustainable for harvest
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C&I framework: A useful tool

The C&I framework offers an important tool 
when considering progress in the two main 
priority areas set out in A Vision for Canada’s 
Forests: 2008 and Beyond—forest sector 
transformation and climate change mitigation 
and adaptation.  

Many of the same �nd�cators used to measure and 
report on SFM through the C&I framework present 
valuable �nformat�on pert�nent to the goals of the 
v�s�on. Several examples are shown here. 

Ensure a prosperous and sustainable 
future for Canada’s forest sector 

Transforming Canada’s forest sector so that it 
maintains global economic competitiveness is 
a key step toward forest community prosperity 
and sustainability and contributing to the 
country’s economic well-being now and into 
the future. What efforts are required to help 
Canada successfully achieve this goal? Examples 
include promoting innovation in the sector, 
expanding the way in which forest resources are 
used, increasing Aboriginal participation, and 
advancing creative changes in public policies 
that apply to resource management.

To learn more about other indicators  
pertinent to the two goals, visit  
canadaforests.nrcan.gc.ca/indicator
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Source: Stat�st�cs Canada 

Value of secondary manufacturing of timber products per volume harvested

Secondary manufactur�ng of t�mber products �s a way of �ncreas�ng the econom�c �mpact of the forest �ndustry 
w�thout �ncreas�ng the harvest. Th�s �nd�cator tracks the value of secondary manufactur�ng of t�mber products 
�n Canada. 

The sales value of secondary manufactur�ng of t�mber products per cub�c metre of harvested wood rose by 
75% between 1993 and 2007 (from $51/m3 to $89/m3). Secondary manufactur�ng �ndustr�es have expanded 
more qu�ckly than pr�mary manufactur�ng �ndustr�es, w�th the former account�ng for 35% of the total 
contr�but�on of t�mber products manufactur�ng to the economy �n 2007, up from 15% �n 1995. Ontar�o 
has the most secondary manufactur�ng �ndustr�es of all jur�sd�ct�ons �n Canada. In 2007, 40% of the overall 
value that was added by Canad�an secondary manufactur�ng of t�mber products was generated �n Ontar�o. 
Quebec followed w�th 31% and Br�t�sh Columb�a w�th 13%. 

Value of secondary manufacturing of timber products per volume harvested 
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Contribution of non-timber forest products, forest bioproducts and  
forest-based services to GDP

Compar�ng the gross domest�c product (GDP) of the non-t�mber products sector, forest b�oproducts 
sector (�nclud�ng b�oenergy) and forest-based serv�ces w�th the GDP of the Canad�an economy as a whole 
prov�des �ns�ght �nto the�r contr�but�on to Canada’s economy.

Non-t�mber forest products (NTFP) �nclude more than 500 botan�cal products and all products generated 
d�rectly or �nd�rectly from organ�sms l�v�ng �n forest ecosystems. Forest serv�ces �nclude w�ldl�fe v�ew�ng, 
hunt�ng and recreat�onal act�v�t�es �n Canad�an forests. 

Forest b�oproducts �s an emerg�ng sector that �s expected to contr�bute substant�ally to GDP �n the near 
future. The trad�t�onal NTFP sector �s a h�ghly d�verse sector that has been est�mated to contr�bute as 
much as $1 b�ll�on to the Canad�an economy. Spend�ng on outdoor nature-related act�v�t�es, last surveyed 
�n 1999, was est�mated to be $11 b�ll�on, lead�ng to a total contr�but�on of $12.1 b�ll�on to Canada’s GDP. 
Overall, notw�thstand�ng the deleter�ous effects of chang�ng weather patterns on some products (such 
as maple syrup), the NTFP, forest b�oproducts and forest-based serv�ces sectors are expected to grow as 
forest-based commun�t�es and the forest �ndustry look to d�vers�fy the�r econom�c opportun�t�es.

Examples of non-timber forest products (NTFP), forest bioproducts and  
forest-based services produced in Canada

Category Examples

W�ld ed�ble food products Funct�onal foods, mushrooms, berr�es, herbs, vegetables and 
sp�ces, honey, tree saps, tree nuts, w�ld r�ce, understorey 
plants, essent�al o�ls, seeds, teas, flavour�ng agents

Decorat�ve and aesthet�c products Florals and greenery (e.g., salal), craft products, Chr�stmas 
trees, nat�ve crafts, spec�alty wood products and carv�ngs, 
cones

Landscape and garden products Transplants (trees, shrubs, w�ldflowers, grasses), mulches, 
so�l amendments

Health and personal care products    Pharmaceut�cals, nutraceut�cals, cosmeceut�cals, 
aromatherapy o�ls, herbal health products, fragrances  

Forest b�oproducts B�oenergy (�nclud�ng b�ofuels), b�ochem�cals, b�opest�c�des

Forest-based serv�ces Carbon storage, tour�sm and educat�on, b�od�vers�ty 
conservat�on, recreat�on, water qual�ty
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Take action to mitigate and adapt to the 
effects of climate change on our forests 
and forest communities  

Maintaining a healthy, sustainable forest sector 
in this period of changing climate patterns 
requires looking to new and innovative 
strategies to both mitigate and adapt to the 
effects of the changes on forest and forest-
dependent communities. For example, reducing 

the conversion of forested lands to other uses is 
one way to maintain or increase carbon stocks. 
It also contributes to creating a sustainable 
supply of timber and fibre for industry use. 
Another example is helping forest-based 
communities diversify economically so that they 
are better able to adapt to shifts in industry 
circumstances that may result from forest 
resources influenced by climate change.

Source: Nat�onal Inventory Report 2007, Env�ronment Canada (based on CFS data/analys�s)

Net change in forest ecosystem carbon

Mon�tor�ng trends �n carbon em�ss�ons and removals �n Canada’s managed forests enables the future role of 
the forests �n the global carbon cycle to be ant�c�pated and the success of the sector’s m�t�gat�on act�v�t�es 
to be tracked.

Canada’s managed forests have acted as net carbon s�nks �n 11 of the 18 years between 1990 and 2007. It 
�s d�fficult, however, to d�scern an overall trend g�ven the large yearly var�at�ons of em�ss�ons and removals. 
Project�ons of future carbon em�ss�ons and removals �nd�cate that Canada’s managed forests w�ll l�kely act 
as net carbon sources dur�ng the per�od 2008–2012.  Although em�ss�ons from natural d�sturbances, such as 
w�ldfires and �nsect �nfestat�ons (see the s�debar on page 3), w�ll cont�nue to release carbon, �mprovements 
�n carbon uptake can be ach�eved through forest management.

Carbon emissions/removals in Canada’s managed forests
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Source: Natural Resources Canada

Forest sector carbon emissions

The Canad�an forest sector uses large quant�t�es of energy from a range of sources �n harvest�ng, 
transport�ng and process�ng t�mber to produce pulp, paper, lumber and other wood products.

Track�ng the sector’s em�ss�ons of carbon d�ox�de (CO2) and other greenhouse gases (GHGs) prov�des 
a means of assess�ng how effect�vely the forest sector �s contr�but�ng to the nat�onal goal of reduc�ng 
atmospher�c GHG concentrat�ons. By sw�tch�ng from foss�l fuels to other energy sources, the forestry 
sector has ach�eved a substant�al drop �n overall foss�l fuel GHG em�ss�ons at a t�me when energy use �n 
the sector has �ncreased. S�gn�ficant �mprovement �n energy effic�ency �s also help�ng to l�m�t growth �n both 
energy use and em�ss�ons desp�te an �ncrease of almost 50% �n pulp and paper product�on between 1980 
and 2005.
  

Forest sector fossil fuel GHG emissions (expressed in CO2 -equivalent tonnes) 
annually, by fuel type, 1980–2005
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The examples below show how members of 
the Canadian Council of Forest Ministers are 
collaborating with others to achieve SFM while 
at the same time advancing the goals of forest 
sector transformation and climate change 
considerations:

•   Research and development: In a jo�nt forest research 
and development �n�t�at�ve, the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council of Canada 
(NSERC), FPInnovations and Natural Resources 
Canada are work�ng to �dent�fy commerc�ally relevant 
research that could lead to the creat�on of new 
market opportun�t�es for the Canad�an forest sector.

•   Forestry Industry Diversification Fund: Newfoundland 
and Labrador has establ�shed a d�vers�ficat�on 
program that w�ll help the forest �ndustry develop new 
forest products and ga�n access to new global markets.

•   Reforestation incentives: As part of �ts strategy to help 
reduce the effects of cl�mate change, Prince Edward 
Island w�ll be prov�d�ng �ncent�ves for landowners to 
remove marg�nal land from agr�cultural product�on, 
coupled w�th a program of reforestat�on w�th 
approved Management Plans.  

•   Forestry-related commitments: The Nova Scotia 
government has comm�tted to establ�sh�ng a 
Commun�ty Land Trust to enable Nova Scot�ans to 
part�c�pate �n the purchase of lands for conservat�on, 
forestry and outdoor recreat�on.

•   Business New Brunswick: Bus�ness New Brunsw�ck has 
been work�ng w�th �ndustry, Effic�ency NB and NB 
Power to help m�lls �n New Brunswick be more 
product�ve and energy effic�ent. Recent �nvestments 
�n forestry sector compan�es have helped the 
�ndustry ga�n access to cap�tal and develop co-
generat�on capac�ty, add�ng green power to the gr�d 
and reduc�ng dependency on foss�l fuels.  

•   Development of value-added products: A program 
has been �ntroduced �n Quebec to develop new 

product�on act�v�t�es �n the prov�nce’s forest sector, 
notably �n secondary and tert�ary wood process�ng 
bus�nesses and �n pulp and paper m�lls. The 
�nvestment �s �ntended to result �n the transfer of 
�nnovat�ve technolog�es, commerc�al�zat�on of forest 
products �n fore�gn markets, and �ncreased use of 
wood �n areas such as non-res�dent�al construct�on.

•   Review of Ontario’s forest tenure and pricing systems: 
Ontario �s work�ng w�th �ndustry, env�ronmental 
groups,  Abor�g�nal commun�t�es and the broader 
publ�c to help create the best env�ronment poss�ble 
for the success of Ontar�o’s forest product 
bus�nesses, wh�le balanc�ng th�s w�th susta�nable 
pract�ces.  

•   Trees for Tomorrow program: Manitoba created the 
Trees for Tomorrow program �n 2008 w�th the goal 
of plant�ng five m�ll�on trees over the next five years 
as part of Man�toba’s Beyond Kyoto �n�t�at�ve. Th�s 
program contr�butes to the Un�ted Nat�ons’ B�ll�on 
Tree Campa�gn, wh�le offsett�ng carbon em�ss�ons 
that contr�bute to cl�mate change.  

•   Value-added production—Bioproducts and bioenergy: 
Saskatchewan’s new forest �ndustry framework �s 
help�ng the sector to d�vers�fy outward from export 
commod�ty product�on only, by add�ng market-
dr�ven, value-added and b�oenergy product�on. 
Included are eng�neered and compos�te products 
(e.g. “Ready to Move” modular homes, truss-jo�sts 
and compos�te panels), b�oenergy (e.g. d�str�ct 
heat�ng, b�omass-based electr�c�ty, sol�d fuels such 
as pellets, and l�qu�d fuels), non-t�mber products 
(e.g., res�ns, w�ld foods and game), and serv�ces (e.g., 
tour�sm and recreat�onal pursu�ts).

•   Alberta Biomaterials Development Centre: Th�s new 
centre �n Alberta w�ll help the prov�nce’s agr�culture 
and forestry �ndustr�es develop new ways to make 
products from plant fibre and other b�o-based 
feedstock. 

Steps for Sustainable Forest Management
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•   Carbon emission reduction: British Columbia’s 
B�oenergy Strategy a�ms to turn the challenges 
of the mounta�n p�ne beetle �nfestat�on �nto new 
opportun�t�es through future b�oenergy technolog�es. 
The strategy also supports the prov�nce’s energy 
plan and �s a key contr�butor to the em�ss�on 
reduct�on goals of the Western Cl�mate In�t�at�ve.

•   Forest Resources Act: The key feature of the new Forest 
Resources Act �n Yukon �s a new reg�me of forest 
pract�ces and tenure opportun�t�es to support forest 
�ndustr�es and protect d�verse forest values.

•   Bioenergy investments: The Northwest Territories 
�s prov�d�ng fund�ng to develop alternat�ve energy 
suppl�es and �nvest�gate the potent�al of emerg�ng 
technolog�es such as b�omass and geothermal 
heat�ng and to �nstall wood pellet bo�lers �n 
government bu�ld�ngs.

The Canadian Council of  
Forest Ministers

CCFM was established in 1985 to provide a 
forum for federal, provincial and territorial 
governments to work cooperatively to address 
issues of common interest to Canadians. The 
CCFM provides leadership on national and 
international issues and sets direction for the 

stewardship and sustainable management of 
Canada’s forests.

 

International reporting on temperate  
and boreal forests

Canada is a member of the Montréal Process, 
a 12-country initiative to use criteria and 
indicators to define, measure, and report on 
progress toward the conservation and sustainable 
management of temperate and boreal forests. 
Together, these 12 countries represent 60% of the 
world’s forests and account for nearly half of the 
world trade in forest products.

Canada uses the C&I framework developed by the 
CCFM to meet �ts Montréal Process report�ng 
obl�gat�ons. The two frameworks are compat�ble and 
reflect cons�derable al�gnment �n the values �mportant 
to both. Membersh�p �n the Montréal Process �s part of 
Canada’s overall comm�tment to promote susta�nable 
forest management.  

More information about the Council is available  
at ccfm.org

More information on the Montréal Process is 
available at mpci.org
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