
Inspection
Before any initiative to control
blister rust is taken, the health
of young plantations (6 to 12
years, depending on the region)
needs to be assessed, preferably
in spring (May-June) when blister
rust is clearly visible.

White pine blister rust is an exotic disease introduced into
North America in the early 1900s. In order to spread, this disease needs

currant shrubs (ribes spp.); it does not spread directly from pine to pine.

Pruning
Both infected and 
healthy branches
are systematically pruned
to a prescribed height.

Disposal? 
Branches do not need to be disposed of.
They are left on site, because this
blister rust fungus develops only in
living tissue. Trees whose trunks are
infected should be cut.
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Results
Blister rust can be controlled
through pruning in young
plantations when currant
shrubs density near plantations
is not too high.

Prescription
Following health assessment
by a forestry adviser,
a prescription is proposed if
the number of infected trees
warrants it. Intervention is not
necessary when few stems are
infected or when too many tree
trunks are infected.

Productivity
50-55 stems pruned per hour.
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White Pine Blister Rust
Controlling 

Branch collars should
not be damaged when
cutting, but no stubs
should be left.

Equipment: Well-sharpened pruning shears or handsaw.
Axes or chain saws should not be used, so as not to damage
the tender bark of white pine saplings. Work tools do not
need to be sterilized.

Life cycle
In spring, spores produced on white
pine infect the foliage of currant
shrubs. In late summer, white pine
needles are infected with new spores
produced on the foliage of currant
shrubs. Small trees die when the
disease reaches the trunk.
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