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part of their life cycle, in fact, conditions colder than 1
prove fatal. Once adults migrate into an area, they deposit
their eggs on the upper or lower surface of host foliage. Eggs
are hemispherical in shape, yellowish- white to a light green
in color, bearing longitudinal ridges and are approximately
0.6mm in diameter. They are usually laid individually but

may be found in masses containing 2-10. The length of time
requ1red for eggs to hatch is ‘temperature ﬂpendam Eges
hatch after three days at 27°C or 10 days at 13°C into °mull
reen, ﬁrr—;t-inetar larvae that are 1n1t1ully hairy but lose this

develop. They will shed their skins and moult

tal of five larval stages kne stars. Larv:
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DAMAGE AND N UISANCE

CABBAGE 1.OOPER I.ARVAE IN THEIR FIRST THREE INSTARS GENERALLY
FEED ON THE UNDERSIDES OF I.LEAVES KEEPING THE UPPER SURFACES
OF 1.EAVES INTACT. DURING THEIR FOURTH- AND FIFTH-INSTARS,

TARVAE CHEW I.ARGE HOILES IN LEAVES AND MAY BORE INTO

THE. DEVELOPING HEADS OF CABBAGE. AT THIS STAGE, I.ARVAE
CAN CONSUME THREE TIMES THEIR BODY WEIGHT DAINY. THEIR
WET AND STICKY FE MATERIAT MUTATES

THE PIANTS, E.G., CABBAGE.
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Brorocy oF THE CABBAGE LLOOPER

cabbage looper populations. Once infected by virus, the
larvae turn milky yellow and then brown at death. These
dead larvae decompose and release virus particles into

the surrounding area. Natural enemies such as parasitic
wasps and tachinid flies may also contribute to population
suppression. Parasitoids have been retrieved from looper
eggs, larvae and pupae. Predators for cabbage looper
include ground beetles, lady beetles, bugs, spiders, birds
and small mammals. Although natural predators do play an
important role in wide scale control, quite often their impact
may not be effective on small local populations of looper.

WHAT cAN I poO?

For small gardens and backyard plants and flowers, hand-
picking of caterpillars several times a week may do the trick.
Starting plants indoors and planting very early in the grow-
ing season allows for harvesting of vegetables before peak
insect population outbreaks. Planting cultivars of plants that
are less palatable to insects is also recommended. Attracting
natural predators and parasitoids can be achieved by plant-
ing flowers (pollen and nectar) around gardens. Beneficial
insects are especially attracted to plants such as dill, fennel,
coriander and alyssum. Collecting dead diseased larvae,
grinding them in water and spraying with a mist bottle

may speed up the natural process and prove to be effective.
Currently, the microbial insecticide called B.t., Bacillus
thuringiensis, is available at most gardening centers and has
long been used for effective suppression. If insect control

is necessary, B.t. is available at most gardening centers and
is much safer to use than chemicals. Spraying chemical
insecticides might also greatly affect natural cabbage looper
predators and non-target species, so read the label carefully
and follow instructions stringently before using them.
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