%
£ e
St

AW

Investigations in Yukon Territory in 19528 were carried out along the
Alaska Highwey from Watson Lake to Haines Junetion, the Haines road, and
the Careross and ¥ hitehovse districts north of Riohthofen lake,

Yukon Territory covers sbout 207,000 square miles, of whieh roughly
one-eighth lies within the Aretie Cirele., The Yukon River and ite tri-
butaries drain most of the region, The Liard rises in the southeastern
gorner and flows intc the MagKenzie, and, in the southwest, the ilsek River
euta directly through the mountains %o the Cosst,

About half of the territory is ¢overed by forest growth, the remainder
being treeless tundre which borders on the Beaufort Ses and extends southward
in an irregular pattern aleng the mountain ranges., With the smaptim of a
limited intrusion of the ecastal forest in ths ilsek River valley, the
boreal for:st ocoupies sll of the timbered aress. Its ehief components are
white spruce, aspen, lodiepole pine, balssm popular end blask sprues,
Tamarack and white biroh are common in the Liard valley, but rare or abseat
elsewhere in the southern part of the territory. Alpime fir cceurs loecally
{2 the mountains,

Road travel is limited to the southern and cantral parts of the Yukon
Ferritory, The Alasks Highway treverses the socuthera and southwestern
portion for 500 miles, A 200-mile read zerves the mining distriet around
Hayo, and the Haines rosd gives sccess tc the Ceast, 4 road to Dewson was
under constructioen in 1952,

Spruse was First reported from Yhe Haines
fron Desadsash Lake mum into %ﬁtiw &az,wsa m mmﬁ alm
the Upper Desadeash Hiver to within seven miles of ﬁw

In 1952, the infestation had apperently subsided, altheugh Warden 7,
Langvin reported finding freshly infested trees st MVush Lake, 20 miles
Mﬁ«mmmawmux’.

Tree mortality in the seetion sovered by the Haines road had been
heavy, extending 60 miles from the northern end of the infestation %o the
1imit of timber in the Chilket Pass, Over 9C per ecent of the stand had
been killed in the Tatshenshini wvalley close to the British Columbie boun~-
dary, and about 40 per cent at the northern end of the infestation near
Dezadeash lake.
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ajury:- Climatic injury to lodgepole pine, white epruce, and
rarely, alpine fir was wileaspread in southsrn Yuken

and northern British Uolumbia in 1952 and was the cause for reports of

bark beetle infeatations in that region. Damage ranging from partisl needle
diseoloration to outright killing was found from Teslin Lake weetward to
Haines jumoction. While injury was ususlly most severs on open, roeky
southern slopes, there was the tres speoles most often affeeted, but this
was besause of its abundense on exposed slopes, spruce baiang rather un-
common on such sites,

Many of the tress sustaining wimter injury that were examined supported
a variety of bark bestles, almest all of which were species that normally
atteck weskened trses only.

, , us mirrayanae:~ This spesies was found
"B llars of most of the dead or dying ledge~
g@h pine tmim It 1s not known to attaek healthy trees,

stles, Ips spp.:~ DBestles of tils genus were abundemt in both
and lodgepole pine thet were deed or dying.

B ¢ Budwors:~ This species wee represented in two spruce eollections,
near Usroroes and on the Alaska Highway near Upper Rancheria River.

Oone Insests, %&:m* t= ¥White spruse eones in the lLewes River
valley near Whitehorse were heavily infested by lepidoptervus larvae which
ere as yot unidentified,






