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Re-examination of Western hemlock near f.orthwest Bay for

Colletotrichum acutatum
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Forest lnse'ct and Disease Survey

li'!pstern 'lcmlock sepdlings at four sil.f:S npnr l'Jorthw("st. nny
tlen:> re--eKarnined in Septe£l!H't". "hI' sil.C's tire those' O\ll·~J1a!1tt'd vJiLl1
western hC'tlllock from s('('dlol s jnf('ct~'d by cL" illtroduced pathof'yJi,
ColleLotric!'UlTl <.lCUt.iltUIIl (F('st Report, Fehruary lq.~\2). tk r~vidplHe

~~~'-Zii sea S(' wa s f ou""~~l at. th i s time.

All w('stern hemlock <>l1cOtHllered r'tt the s-iU~s~ Including
some natural T"C'genf'ration, \,)(>1'(> examined. Four individuals Lra-­

versed the S.i.lps [or one day. Suspecl !l1.:\u~rLd consisted of
ter'minals or branches T.Jith d,J~llaged grO\ving tips. /\ total of 6B
suspect speci ,lens were examined in the laboratory.

The e x a 1111 nat. ion S (Jr" 0 v ide d no e v ide nee 0 f t h C' t: (' nn i. n a 1 ~; h 00 t
disease C'luspd by ~_~_ acutatum. The damage had Geen caused primarily
by late spring frost.s with a f(,VI pl"lI1ts infectpo by Sirococcus
stro:,ilinus, (bli.ght), ~ot_rytis cirH~ (grey mould) and-~en?lllerG~
abietis (diehack).

The exarninilt lOllS conducted spring nnd f;: 11 SillCC' t.he out­
p 1ant: i ng pro vi 0e no e v ide nc C' 0 f sur v i va 1. and S fH ;:> ;:l rl by C. a cut a t U fli •

Some inoculum had been transferred to one site (Pest Report,
October" 1982) but there is no evidence of more recent infec.tions.
Apparently t.he sites were unsuitable for this pRt:hog(Jn v/hi.ch is
damaging in warm climates not subject to long and fairly severe
winters. In R.C., substantial damage by this p~lt:bogpn did occur
un d (' r 8 [(~ e n h0 use cond i l ions \... i t h i nth(' nut· s e r y wile [(l i t \'11 <J s
discovered.


