
Pacific Maritime ecozone (fastest-growing forests – 
average wood volume is 432 m3/ha)

Hudson Plains ecozone (slowest-growing forests – 
average wood volume is 36 m3/ha)

Source: National Forest Inventory.
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Canada’s forests contain 47 billion m3 of wood made up of different tree species; mostly spruce. 

Most of Canada’s forests are relatively slow-growing, but some are highly productive. Tree growth 

rates are determined by climate, local site conditions, tree health, tree age, genetics and competition 

among trees for light, space and nutrients. Tree growth variations lead to big differences in standing 

volumes at sites across Canada.

Total wood volume in Canada by species group 
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