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Rich in diversity and beauty, the Acadian Forest 
is the predominant forest type in the Maritime 
Provinces. It is composed of 32 tree species, of both  
the hardwood and softwood variety. Characteristic 
species include red spruce, sugar maple, eastern 
hemlock and yellow birch. Undisturbed Acadian 
forest may be the rarest forest type in North 
America.

Trees of The AcAdiAn foresT



3 Red Spruce (Picea rubens)

Type: Softwood
Average height: 25 m
Bark: Reddish-brown and scaly 
becoming dark and furrowed 
Foliage: Needles: 10–16 mm long, 
blunt tip, curved

 ◆ Important species used in lumber and 
pulp and paper industries

 ◆ Provincial tree of Nova Scotia
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Type: Softwood
Average height: 20–25 m
Bark: Greyish, smooth, with raised resin 
blisters when young 
Foliage: Needles: 15–25 mm long, flat, 
strong odour when crushed

 ◆ Widely used for Christmas trees and 
wreaths

 ◆ Provincial tree of New Brunswick

Balsam fir (Abies balsamea)
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Black Spruce (Picea mariana)
Type: Hardwood
Average height: 30 m
Bark: Dark grey with long vertical strips 
that curl outward 
Foliage: Leaves: 8–20 cm long, usually 
five-lobed, turning bright yellow or 
orange in fall

 ◆ Sap is boiled to make maple products
 ◆ Some trees produce “bird’s eye” maple 

wood which is highly sought for its 
aesthetic qualities

Sugar maple (Acer saccharum)
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Black Spruce (Picea mariana)
Type: Hardwood
Average height: 25 m
Bark: Reddish-brown or bronze that is 
shed in tight curls 
Foliage: Leaves: 8–11 cm long, each vein 
of leaf ends in a large tooth with 2–3 small 
teeth in between

 ◆ Twigs have wintergreen taste 
 ◆ Provincial tree of Quebec

Yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis)
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Balsam Poplar (Populus 
balsamifera)

Black Spruce (Picea mariana)Type: Softwood
Average height: 25 m
Bark: Scaly, becoming deeply furrowed 
with age
Foliage: Needles: 10–20 mm long, 
stalked and shiny

 ◆ Bark was boiled and used to tan leather 
beginning in the 1600s

 ◆ Can live 500–600 years

Eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis)
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Balsam Poplar (Populus 
balsamifera)

Black Spruce (Picea mariana)Type: Softwood
Average height: 30–35 m
Bark: Smooth when young becoming scaly 
and deeply furrowed with age
Foliage: Needles: 5–10 cm long in   
bundles of 5

 ◆ King George I had large straight white 
pine marked with the King’s Broad Arrow, 
reserving them for ship’s masts for the 
British Navy

 ◆ Provincial tree of Ontario

Eastern white pine  (Pinus strobus)
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Balsam Poplar (Populus 
balsamifera)

Black Spruce (Picea mariana)Type: Hardwood
Average height: 25 m
Bark: Smooth, grey, becoming grooved 
by wide furrows with age
Foliage: Leaves: 10–20 cm long with 7–9 
lobes ending in sharp points

 ◆ Acorns provide food for many wildlife 
species

 ◆ Provincial tree of Prince Edward Island

Red oak (Quercus rubra)

Species photos: forestryimages.org
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Species photos: forestryimages.org

Natural Resources Canada - Canadian Forest Service

Atlantic Forestry Centre
1350 Regent Street
Fredericton, NB  E3B 5P7
506-452-3500

http://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca

Aussi disponible en français.
©Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, 2012

26 University Drive 
Corner Brook, NL  A2H 6J3
709-637-4900


