


Frequency of Forest Spraying in New Brunswick.­
In forest spraying against the spruce budworm
(Choristoneura jum([erana [Clem.]), the insecticides
used in recent years are not regarded as persistent from
year to year. However, McNeil and McLeod (pp.
203-215 in Proc. Symp. Fenitrothion NRCC 16078,
1977) found bioassay evidence that fenitrothion or a
toxic derivative was still present in jack pine foliage more
than I yr later. Whether or not insecticide residues persist
from I yr to the next, environmental perturbations may.
Courtemanch and Gibbs (Can. Entomol. 112:271-276,
1980) found, for example, that streams in areas of Maine
sprayed operationally with carbaryl had lower popula­
tions of stoneflies (Plecoptera) I yr after treatment than
did streams in untreated areas.

It is important to know the history of recent spraying
and the chances of respraying. Persistence of pesticide
residues and persistence of pesticide effects are our
reasons for addressing the question of res pray frequency .

To this end, we searched spray records of spruce
budworm egg-mass sampling stations, of which there
were as many as 1196 in New Brunswick (Table I). The
information is a computer file of data collected under
direction of the Maritimes Forest Research Centre with
resources provided increasingly over the years by Forest
Protection Ltd. We searched the data that ere complete
for the years 1952-1978. For each year (YI) we
determined the proportion of sprayed sampling stations
first resprayed the following year (Y2), 2 yr later (Y3),
and 3 yr later (Y4) (Table 2). We also determined the
proportions first resprayed in anyone of the next 3 yr
(Y2, Y3, or Y4) and those sprayed in both of the next 2 yr
(Y2 and Y3) (Table 2). The last data available were for
1978, thus there are missing respray data for 1976 and
later. We assumed that 1200 stations would uniformly
represent the forest area, that fewer stations meant that
areas known to harbor negligible populations were not
sampled in those years, and that stations were fixed from
year to year. The last two assumptions were least sound in
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Figure I. Proportion of stations sprayed (in Y I) and resprayed the following year (Y2) as a function of area sprayed in Y2.
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after 1962 is probably related to location of infestation
and hazard, but may be partly artifact, because sampling
stations were more likely to be moved before 1962,
producing underestimates. Incidence of plot respray is a
function of area sprayed in Y2 (Fig. I), but the
relationship has changed toward diminished incidence;
the point groupings in the graph reflect differences in
infestation location, size and uniformity, hazard to trees,
and probably, differences in strategy and insecticide
used. These statistics may be used to estimate the chances
that a sprayed area will be resprayed in successive years.
Any large departure from these odds could onlv come
from drastic changes in budworm populations or i~ spray
policy.

Another question of concern is the chance of any
part of the forested area of New Brunswick being sprayed
in successive or later years. We weighted the statistics by
the area sprayed. The percentages in Table 2 were
multiplied by the number of ha sprayed (Table 4)
(2 744600 ha in 1975) divided by 6070400 ha, the
approximate forested area of New Brunswick. The
resultant statistics (Table 3) show an abrupt rise in the
proportion of the forested area, sprayed in 1969 and later,
that was resprayed in the next 2 yr. This rise is attributable
to an increase in the area infested and an increase in the
area sprayed, but the switch from DDT to less persistent
organophosphate and carbamate insecticides probably
contributed to a greater need to respray. On the other
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Figure 2. Proportion of forested area sprayed (in Y I) and first resprayed the following year (Y2) as a function of area sprayed in Y2.

15



hand, the proportion of the area res prayed in Y2 as a
function of the area sprayed in Y2 (Fig. 2) has been
surprisingly constant.

Based on these records, barring substantial changes
in infestation levels or spray strategy, we would estimate
the chances of a particular area being sprayed in 1981 and
resprayed in 1982 as 10-20%, (depending on the size of the
area sprayed in 1982) and again in 1983 as 5-10%. ­
D.C. Eidt and R.A. Fisher, Maritimes Forest Research
Centre, Fredericton, ;\f .B.
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